
A Lyonshall Country Diary 

A hare-brained idea?    For one year only - perhaps! 

 

 

 

I believe that many of us who live in Lyonshall came here, or enjoy the village 

and its surrounding countryside, because of its beauty and the trees and 

flowers, bats, birds and butterflies, slow-worms and earthworms it supports.  

I am not a naturalist and don’t make any claim to scientific knowledge of the 

flora and fauna surrounding me – but I do know that they add greatly to my 

quality of life and that, without them, life in Lyonshall would be dreary.  

 

I doubt whether Lyonshall hosts anything exceptionally unusual among its 

plant and animal life.  We may never qualify as a Site of Scientific Interest 

(which might, anyway, be a mixed blessing!) but five years ago I was talking 

to the professional ecologists who came to inspect the “Fishpools Meadow” 

and the ‘Upper Fishpool’ in Lyonshall before “The Fishpools” houses were 

built. They didn’t, as you know, find anything of sufficient rarity to block 

development but they DID comment on the great diversity of plants, animals 

and pond life we had in this small area and stated in their report “It would be 

a great place to train the ecologists of the future”.   

 

So what have we got in this little Marcher patch?  I thought it might be useful 

to keep a Diary throughout 2017 of what we have seen or heard anywhere 

within the parish, whether rare or commonplace, a source of joy or a cause 

for concern. Please will you contribute to it – not with money but with 

sightings, comments, ideas etc?  Not every day (Please – NOT EVERY DAY!) 

but just with a brief e-mail to me whenever something in the natural history 

of Lyonshall has sparked your interest.   I will collate the information and 

hope to send a monthly bulletin to all contributors; the final form of this 

“Country Diary” will be decided much later in the year, when we have a few 

months’ experience to go on.  

 

This is STRICTLY confined to 2017, so that in due course, if we so wish, we 

can make comparisons with 2018! However, I don’t mind references back – 



for example “We have had an extraordinary number of coal tits in the garden 

this year but almost no long-tailed tits, whereas last year there were many 

more long-tails.”  I would also appreciate questions and observations – for 

example “Why do oak trees such as the Fishpool Oak in the Broad Meadow 

have deeply fissured and gnarled bark whereas other trees in the same area 

like beech and ash are smooth”? (No, I don’t know the answer to the 

question either!)  

 

My aim is to make this interesting for most people in the parish, more of a 

free magazine than a dull dry list for specialists. All suggestions and 

opinions are welcome. So, especially, are digital photographs. 

 

At present, my plan is to list all contributors to each monthly bulletin but 

NOT to put individual names to specific sightings/articles etc, to minimise 

any risk of disputes or unwanted follow-up. However if you specifically 

WANT to be mentioned by name in respect of any contribution, please let me 

know.  Similarly, I would appreciate some general indication of where 

something was seen or heard within the parish e.g. “Red Kite believed 

nesting at or near New Street” or “A large patch of White Campion can be 

found in a hedge near Penrhos” but not an exact place or grid reference.  

And of course, please make sure your contribution has a date-of-sighting on 

it, plus the time if relevant! 

 

I have no idea how this little project is going to work out over the year.  But I 

notice that both DEFRA and The National Trust are currently pontificating 

about Natural History (and the need to preserve it in the face of other 

economic demands).  So why shouldn’t the ordinary little Herefordshire 

parish of Lyonshall add in its twopenn’orth?  We are closer to the issues than 

they are, after all.  

 

Besides, it might be fun! 

 

Julia C Evans 
 

The Old Station, 

Lyonshall, 

Herefordshire. 

HR5 3LL 

 

Email:   jcvqa@btinternet.com 
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