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 The annual February display of Snowdrops above the “Lyonshall Wharf" wall on the old 'Tram Road'. 

I am delighted to welcome new contributors to this second issue of the Country Diary but we hope to have 

even more contributors by March! Just a few words or photos by e-mail to me, Julia Evans 

(jcvqa@btinternet.com) or a note in the letter-box at The Old Station, please. And I am just as happy to 

have reports of quite common animals, birds and plants as of rarer ones, so that we can build up a 

complete picture of Lyonshall’s natural history. After all, what we “take for granted” here may be quite 

unusual in other parts of the country! 

 

The month in general: 

“Why does February feel like one big Tuesday?” 

 

Why does the shortest month of the year always feel like the longest? Weather-wise, there was a warm, 

bright spell but we gardeners were rightly cautious because this was soon followed by cold, dismal days. 

Then Storm Doris shook out a lot of the smaller tree branches and caused yet another power cut but, so far 

as I know, no more serious damage or injury in the parish. See the weather report below. 

However, February was brightened by the first Spring flowers, starting with drifts of snowdrops from one 

end of the parish to the other in Lyonshall Park Wood, around the Church and Castle Weir drive and, of 

course, in many gardens. Many thanks for the photos received. 

 

                                                            
                    ‘Lyonshall Park Wood’ c. Maria P.                   The ‘Castle Gate’ c. Isobel H.                      In a Garden c. John A. 

Towards the end of the month, as the snowdrops began to fade, daffodils started to open round the 

Memorial Hall and on many waysides, kindly planted by people intent on brightening up The Parish and 

also, often, naturalised over the years.  They are so welcoming to passersby. 

 

So this month, let’s start with the flora... 

 

mailto:jcvqa@btinternet.com


Flora. 

 

Trees and Shrubs: 

The first signs of Spring in the trees and shrubs began to show only at the end of February, when the hazel 

catkins lengthened, leaf-buds began to fatten on the beech trees and deep pink and green leaves emerged 

on rose bushes. March, however, will no doubt show faster and more substantial changes; expect a more 

detailed review of Lyonshall’s trees and woodland in the next issue. Meanwhile, it is good to see the 

hedges being trimmed legally and in time to thicken up and provide good nesting sites for the birds. 

 

 
 Hedge trimming by ‘Church House’ – February 

We are grateful also for confirmation that there has indeed been a proliferation of mistletoe over the last 

year or two, as evidenced by the photo below of an old apple tree on the outskirts of the village. 

 

 
  Mistletoe flourishing c. Isobel H. 

 Mistletoe is reliant on one of the most unlikely routes to reproduction in the plant kingdom, one which is 

very difficult to replicate by human intervention - as those who have tried to grow it deliberately will 

testify! This is a contributory factor in its association with magic and mystery.  It thrives in ‘clean’ air. 

 

Smaller Plants: 

It is not just the naturalised Snowdrops and Daffodils that appeared in February – they were joined by a 

range of less obvious but no less welcome wildflowers. Groundsel, Celandines, early Primroses and 

Pulmonaria (“Lungwort” – an unattractive name for a very attractive plant!) and wild white Violets have all 

come into flower. Bluebells and Teasels have come into leaf and bode well for a good March.  

 

The speed of plant development in Spring never ceases to amaze and I would expect to at least treble the 

number of wildflower sightings by the end of next month. Of course, we will not know until near the end of 

the year whether Lyonshall still hosts the great range of wild plants which so interested both the County 

and privately engaged Ecologists six years ago. 

 



On the subject of plants, volunteers are currently helping to clear the invasive Himalayan Balsam from the 

Curl Brook area as part of “Go wild in the Curl”, a project recently established to study “the water quality 

and wildlife of the Curl Brook catchment area”. More about the project later, but meanwhile if anyone 

knows of areas of Himalayan Balsam in the parish, please let me know so that I can pass the information 

on.  I understand it has been seen by the sewage works. 

 

Fungi, Moss and Lichens: 

February is not a great month for fungi but nevertheless the “Judas’ Ear” fungus (Hirneola auricula-judae) is 

flourishing on dead branches of elder. It is alleged that Judas hanged himself on an elder and the “ear” is 

his uneasy spirit – a grim little story which does nothing to enhance its attraction, although the books all 

say it is edible and considered a delicacy by some. 

 

                    
                                                 Fungi - 'Judas Ear'.        Lichen – Can you identify it? 

Very attractive, however – although undoubtedly inedible – is the spotty white lichen above. I regret that I 

know next to nothing about mosses and lichens and would appreciate information from anyone who can 

tell me more about these ancient species which seem to be abundant in the unpolluted air of the parish. 

 

Fauna. 

 

Mammals: 

New tracks of roe deer and their fawns have been seen in Lyonshall Park Wood. I assume these are 

descendants of the deer which inhabited the Wood when it was a Royal Hunting Ground way back in the 

fourteenth century, unless anyone knows of deer being introduced to this area since.  Presumably, too, it is 

roamers from this same herd who very occasionally can be seen closer to the centre of the village. More 

information about deer-sightings and, indeed, about the size and habits of the herd would be appreciated. 

 

There have been no other rare mammal sightings but presumably many of us have seen rabbits, squirrels 

etc. I can personally only report one unusual sight – a large rabbit running across water! Or, to be accurate, 

a large rabbit running over the dead bulrush leaves near to the island (see picture below) in the Upper 

Fishpool, splashing water up from his feet as he ran. As they say, “Don’t Try This At Home”! The rabbit had 

weight (lack of) and speed (plenty of) on his side – no human however small and fast would be so lucky! 

 

 



Birds: 

I am pleased to report that five volunteers did indeed take part in the “Big Farm Bird Count” in February, 

mentioned in the January issue of this Diary. Forty-three different species were recorded, some in large 

numbers such as the fieldfares, starlings and redwings.  Newcomers will all be added to the lists including 

two species also seen in February – Kingfishers at the Upper Fishpool and Peregrine Falcons seen twice - 

once close to the village centre and once near ‘Hunton Farm’ on the Titley road. 

 

Nor does our list include two birds not seen but heard – the Tawny Owl as mentioned in January and – 

almost certainly a pair of Barn Owls. It was 3.00 a.m. on February 28th when my elderly dog insisted on 

going out! Over a period of about two minutes this awful, loud scream was heard six or seven times, first 

from around The Croft and then at intervals going up through the roadside trees towards the Memorial 

Hall. It was answered two or three times with a softer whimpering sound from somewhere near the village 

centre. Barn Owls would seem to be the likeliest explanation and the one I would like to believe, especially 

since I learn they are an indication of a “healthy environment”, and there must be plenty of potential roosts 

around Lyonshall. However, has anyone else seen or heard Barn Owls here?  

 

We look forward to adding to the list of birds once the summer migrants and the occasional visitors start 

to appear. Meanwhile, sure signs of Spring are 1) early nest-building and 2) the bright plumage of the male 

birds. One contributor advises me that the sparrows in his garden are lining their nests with discarded fur 

from his cats, which speaks well for the birds’ enterprise and less well for the cats! As to “plumage” are 

humans the only species where the male is traditionally less colourful than the female? 

 

Insects: 

It has mostly been too cold, wet and windy for insect activity. However on one of the warmer days in mid-

February a queen wasp emerged from the woodwork of the garden office. She was not welcome! And on 

the last warmish day of the month a small bee emerged to rest his wings in the sunshine – she was 

welcome. 

 
‘Leaf-cutting Solitary Bee’. [Megachile centuncularis] 

Fish, reptiles and amphibians: 

Reports on pond life are still urgently required. 

 

Lyonshall Weather in February. 

As previously mentioned, the February weather has been mixed – see graph below: 

 

 



The mild start was quickly followed by a bitterly cold, grey damp 10 days with some sleet but surprisingly 

little heavy rain.  Fog and mist followed as the mild weather set in mid-month and the temperature rose 

swiftly.  The rain held off however and it wasn’t until “Storm Doris” arrived (we missed the worst of it here) 

that the temperatures fell rapidly and the rain started.  It bodes for a cold damp start for March. “johnqa” 

  

The Plan, “Go Wild in the Curl” and Other Connections. 

As previously stated, the aim of the Lyonshall Country Diary is simply to create a record of all the flora and 

fauna seen across the parish in 2017, information which can be fed into national data and used as a 

baseline for comparison both retrospectively – e.g. with the ecologists’ reports of 2011 – and in the future. 

 

 

 

However, I am delighted to say that we are now in contact with “Go Wild in the Curl”, a much more pro-

active 5-year project “funded by Natural England and facilitated by the Wye and Usk Foundation”. Their 

team consists of 15 farmers with land abutting the Curl Brook along the whole of its length plus several 

volunteers and the aim is to study the wildlife of the whole of the Curl Brook catchment area and take 

action where necessary – e.g. clearing the Himalayan Balsam. They plan to arrange a meeting in Lyonshall 

in the not-too-distant future to explain their project and, presumably, get more people involved. So please 

look out for notices – or I will forward the names, numbers or e-mail addresses of anyone who wants to 

get involved immediately. 

 

This is great news. Lyonshall, more than any other parish in the area, is defined by its natural history – its 

meadows and pools, woodland and pasture, trees, flowers, hedgerows, animals and birds. We need to 

preserve this and every organisation or individual working towards that aim should receive maximum 

support. So if you are involved with any other natural history project, locally or nationally, please get in 

touch. With a common goal, who knows what we might achieve? 

 

CONTRIBUTORS are THE KEY and “the more the merrier”. Please e-mail or drop me a note whenever you 

see anything of interest. 

 

Julia C Evans 

The Old Station 

Lyonshall HR5 3LL 

 

e-mail:jcvqa@btinternet.com 

 


