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The Medieval  "Upper Fishpool" at Lyonshall [recorded in 1388 AD] showing the ‘Kingcups’. c. Chris S. 

Spring! And the natural history of Lyonshall is waking and growing at its usual amazing 

Spring speed, despite “mixed” weather in March. Contributors from Holmes Marsh to Park 

Wood to Pembridge have also confirmed my belief that there are things to see and hear in 

the wider parish that those of us near the village centre don’t see, so the list at the end of 

this year is going to be even more extensive than I had imagined. That’s great! Please keep 

the notes and/or photos coming in, wherever in our wide parish you live, work or play – 

jcvqa@btinternet.com  

 

The month in general 

 

“A dry March and a wet May?  Fill Barns with corn and hay.”  [The Farmer’s Almanac] 

 

I thought March was going to be all about birds and flowers – and then I remembered the 

butterflies, the bees, the frogspawn etc... There have been a lot of “first sightings” or “first 

hearings” for 2017 this month, interesting in their own right but also as heralds of more to 

come. 

Let’s start with the fauna... 

 

Fauna 

 

Mammals: 

There have been no reports of any significant activity amongst the Lyonshall mammals this 

month. However readers may be interested in a comment from Mrs Penny Holosko in 

Canada (nee Penny Pettit of Castle Weir), in response to the sighting of deer in Lyonshall 

Park Wood, that she does not recall deer there 60 years ago but that “John Greenly had a 

large herd on his estate” and that there were deer at Eyton as well, so they may have 

migrated from Titley. She also remembers a very large badger sett in the “Park” and many 

moles. Badgers are, of course, controversial. The mole population would appear to be very 

healthy throughout the parish! 

 

Birds: 

Such a wonderful variety, even before most of the migrants have arrived!  

Firstly a note on the RSPB’s Big Garden Bird Count results. It is interesting that in 

Herefordshire two of the birds we have noticed in Lyonshall outrank their prevalence in 

England as a whole – the Long-tailed Tit ranks 4th among the Top 20 in Herefordshire (9th in 

England) and the Greater Spotted Woodpecker is Herefordshire’s 19th most common sighting 

whereas it doesn’t appear in England’s Top 20 list at all. 
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We also have birds that are comparatively rare – certainly never likely to appear on the 

RSPB’s annual count. A Blackcap was heard at Holmes Marsh in February and a Skylark and a 

Chiffchaff in March. Seven Lapwings have been seen near Sherriffs Lane and a Linnet, Ring 

Doves and a Grey Legged Partridge in the same area. Mallard are to be found on both the 

Upper Fishpool and the Tramway Pool. Kingfishers are now at Bullocks Mill too. 

There have been Waxwings by the Curl Brook. We had heard their “Trim phone” call but can 

only now identify it! According to The Times, there has been an “irruption” of Waxwings this 

winter, when more Waxwings than usual come to Britain in response to a shortage of berries 

in northern Europe. 

As to the birds of prey, “our” Red Kite was watched from Lyonshall Nurseries being harassed 

by two Crows and eventually battling with them until they were driven off. “No blood was 

shed”, so far as one could tell, but it is interesting to know that Red Kites will turn on their 

assailants. The Buzzards, too, are circling again. 

The birds are also busy selecting their nest-sites. Our garden has a lot of House Sparrows 

and Dunnocks in the hedgerows, a Nuthatch in a Wellingtonia, Wood Pigeons in the nearby 

trees and Wrens who-knows-where. Assorted tits (excluding Long-Tails which have, I’m 

told, very beautiful and intricately-wrought nests in the secrecy of brambles) are occupying 

various boxes. The Coal Tit at Number 9 is particularly proprietorial! Our resident Robins, 

however, show no interest whatsoever in the “specially-designed-for-robins” box purchased 

from the RSPB and have failed to even take a sniff at it for 4 years! 

 

        
The Coal Tit @ No. 9 and the neighbouring Great Tit @ No. 14. 

Finally, “one Swallow doesn’t make a summer” but summer must be on its way – a solitary 

swallow has got as far as Pembridge! 

 

Insects: 

 

The end of March has given early butterfly sightings – a Peacock, a Brimstone and a Comma 

were seen on March 15th at different ends of the parish, a Red Admiral and another Comma 

ten days later. These have been reported to the Herefordshire Butterfly Conservation Group. 

Last year was a poor one for butterflies; hopefully 2017 may be better. 

The bees and hover-flies are also slowly emerging. I can personally claim to have saved two 

buff-tailed bumble bees from drowning on separate occasions in the bright-blue water bowl 

left out by the footpath for passing dogs. Dog-walkers please note that I have now replaced 

the blue bowl with a dull grey one in the hope that bees may be less attracted to it – which 

may be scientific codswallop for all I know but it’s worth a try! 

Also seen – the first ladybird, a small 9-spot, I think, but it didn’t wait for me to count the 

spots properly. 

 

Fish, reptiles and amphibians: 

 

No fish news but there is an abundance of frogspawn-and-toadspawn/tadpoles this year. 

 



Flora 

 

Trees and shrubs: 

A noticeable “greening” of the trees and shrubs began at the end of this month, with catkins 

and leaves emerging on the Silver Birch and some of the Willows. Most welcome, however, is 

the Blackthorn, in flower across the parish. 

 

 
Blackthorn in bloom by Lyonshall Park Wood c. Maria P. 

Smaller plants: 

The Celandines have proliferated in March, shining on dozens of banks and bits of 

wasteland across the parish, loved by Wordsworth, C S Lewis and D H Lawrence. But for 

sheer golden ‘bling’ they can’t, of course, compare to the Marsh Marigolds, also known as 

Kingcups and by many quaint names. The same small patch as always came into flower in 

the Upper Fishpool in early March and others quickly followed until the pool was half 

covered in them by the end of the month. I take a photograph of them every year, even 

though I know I already have a stack of pictures – they are just so irresistible! Nevertheless, I 

am using a photo taken by Chris Smith three or four years ago at the top of this bulletin 

because it captures the beauty of the Fishpool at kingcup-time so well. 

Primroses, Deadnettles, Shepherd’s Purse and Speedwell began flowering this month and 

Dog’s Mercury will not be long. (I have the Latin names for all these plants but why use them 

when the common English names are so attractive?). The Chickweed, too, will soon be in 

flower unless I manage to feed it all to my chickens beforehand. A favourite flower of mine, 

the Wood Anemone (Windflower), is out in Lyonshall Park Wood, I’m told. I was also pleased 

to receive the photo below of Ladies’ Smock (the Cuckoo Flower) – not quite white but a 

delicate mauve or sometimes a very pale pink. It’s actually tougher than it looks. 

 

   
       Ladies Smock [Cuckoo Flower] in bloom. c. Isobel H.                Kingcup (close-up).c. Julia E. 

By the end of April, the different flowers may be too numerous to list here but it will be a joy 

to see them all. 

 



Fungi, Moss and Lichens: 

Just one fungus made a brief appearance on March 7th below our Wellingtonias.  

 

 
'Fairies Bonnets' [Coprinus Disseminatus] 

Lyonshall Weather in March 

 

A grey, gloomy start to the month followed the soggy end of February but the sun tried to 

break through and we had a promising week of mild weather just before the Spring Solstice 

on the 20th.  It was not to last.  Gales and blizzards hit New York and the spin-off travelled 

across on the Jet Stream.  The temperature dropped and the rains came - but only briefly.  

Spring triumphed and the end of the month was dominated by light winds and warm 

sunshine.  It was two degrees warmer than last year and dryer than the average year. Johnqa. 

 

The Plan 

As mentioned earlier, three months into the Lyonshall Country Diary project we are already 

discovering that there is an even greater range of wildlife of all kinds within the parish than 

we knew about previously. I believe it is important to record and then, hopefully, to preserve 

this – for the pleasure it gives, not just for its scientific interest. I don’t expect to make any 

revolutionary discoveries and in fact I am increasingly aware about how little I know and that 

I don’t have enough years or brain-power left to catch up on everything, much as I might 

like to do so. But there was another article in The Times last week about some recent 

research into the “refreshing powers of nature”; the researchers could not come to an 

absolute conclusion about the reason why we find time spent in the countryside so relaxing 

and “refreshing” but they were in no doubt about the effect. That’s good enough for me. 

And it’s a good enough basis for putting Lyonshall “on the map”. 

 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS (verbal or photographic) GRATEFULLY RECEIVED at 

jcvqa@btinternet.com  
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PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM - March 2017. 

                         
      Wood Anemones – c. Maria P.            March Daffodils - c. Isobel H.         Spot the ‘Easter Bunny! – c. Julia E. 

 

    
   The “Fishpool Oak”  –  Recorded in 1759 AD.         The “Highest Hedge in Herefordshire”!  – 1875. 

 

      
'Marsh Marigold' / 'Kingcup'.      ‘Windflower’ & ‘Celandine’.              ‘Germander  Speedwell’. 

Do you have any photographs of Flora or Fauna or local 
‘places of interest’ to share with us? 

 

 


