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The view of the North of the Parish over Bullocks Mill & the “Arrow Vale” from Penrhos Hill.
There are, of course, several ways of engaging with the countryside and its flora and fauna; all have
a value and for the most part they are not in conflict with one another. I come from what might be
called the romantic (spiritual?) point of view – watching and hearing the wildlife with which I share
this bit of our planet fills me with interest and is soothing, healing and uplifting. What horrifies me is
not, for the most part, country sports such as hunting, shooting and fishing, which can actually be
beneficial, nor farming practices – many farmers are among our best conservationists. No, I’m
horrified by the extent of ignorance of even the most basic natural history – the children who can’t
recognise a bluebell or a buttercup, the adults who can’t distinguish between a wren and a robin
and, of course, the alleged supermarket origin of all foodstuffs. Such ignorance is far less acute in
Lyonshall than in London but I still wonder how many English children never see wildlife in its natural
habitat but get all their scant knowledge of nature from a TV or laptop screen. Which is sad because
if they do get involved, on school trips etc., they are usually very enthusiastic...
Recent research has confirmed what we oldies already believed – that outdoor play is good for
children and teenagers, principally because it provides some physical exercise. However I suggest
that the value of being outdoors and looking at wildlife for mental wellbeing is even more significant
than its physical benefit. Any research on that?
There has also been a long-running debate in the press about “the oldest garden centre in the UK”.
Some of the claims are frankly pathetic when you compare them to the history of our own Lyonshall
Nursery! The records show that there has been a nursery at Crackadonia, Lyonshall, since at least
1840 when Thomas Powell and James Preece are described as nurserymen owning two houses and
land there. Most famous are the Ratcliffe family of “Crack-y-Doney” who were nurserymen and
“seedsmen” from 1895 to 1945 and the family might have continued to run the business but for the
deaths of Ernest Arthur Ratcliffe and his son Trooper Ernest Ratcliffe, both nurserymen, during WW2
(the latter in the retreat to Dunkirk in 1940). Nevertheless, under other ownership it continued to
supply plants, flowers and seeds to our community and is now in the hands of Simon Thomas and his
team who as well as being excellent “plantspeople” - who put out the floral displays at the
approaches to the Parish and the Village - are great contributors to this Diary. Over 177 years so:
“Beat that, other garden centres!”
The month in general

“Hot July brings cooling showers, Apricots and gillyflowers”
(Sara Coleridge. Poet of Keswick and The Lakes 1802-1852)
Sara Coleridge was certainly right about this July! We’ve had both the heat and the showers
and, although I can’t vouch for the apricots, my garden has displayed plenty of gillyflowers
(Dianthus)

'Gillyflower' cultivars - 'Pinks' & 'Carnations' – July 2017
In other respects, and despite the variable weather, the July “sightings” have been fewer than
those in June. However they are an interesting lot – more butterflies (at last!) including a
“mystery butterfly” and quite a number of moths; an unexpected tree which may be an
indicator of long-forgotten planting; and the first fruit and fungi of autumn. Please keep
reporting both the rare and the familiar so that in December I can compile an accurate
synopsis of the natural history of Lyonshall.
Flora
For a change and having nothing spectacular to report on mammals this month, let’s start
with the plants.
Trees and Shrubs
Why does one suddenly see something that has been present but unseen for years? One
sunny day this month I looked up from weeding at the far end of our garden and noticed
that an overhanging branch bore leaves that were not those of the sycamore, willow and
hawthorn which surrounded them; they were unmistakably the leaves of a Walnut Tree.
Further investigation revealed two green walnuts on the ground and the trunks of a mature
tree growing very close to the old railway trackbed. It must pre-date the building of the
railway in 1861 and it is probably significant that twenty yards or so further along the
trackbed is an elderly pear tree. Since walnut trees are not native but were traditionally
planted in orchards alongside fruit trees this suggests that the area may have been a “Perry
Orchard” about two hundred years ago.
Other good news includes the growth of disease-resistant Elms in the parish and continuing
progress with the planting of Black Poplars. Sadly, however, more instances of Ash dieback
have been reported.
Good news or bad? The Rowan berries are already turning red – beautiful but surely July is
too early to mark the onset of autumn?

Walnut Tree (at least 160 years old) with two windfall nuts and a Rowan Tree with berries.
Smaller Plants
This has been a great year for Honeysuckle, both the wild and the garden varieties (of which
there are many). They all attract bees and hoverflies (except for the December-flowering
variety, of course – how is that pollinated?) but the native Honeysuckle, Lonicera

periclymenum, excels in both beauty of form and colour and in its “heavenly perfume”.

Who cares if it rampages through the hedgerows, in and out of gardens without much
concern for boundaries? I also have a soft spot for another hedgerow ‘rampager’ just
coming into flower, the wild clematis Old Man’s Beard or Travellers’ Joy. It’s starry white
flowers (seen below against the solemnity of a Bay tree) are pretty enough but the whirls of
silky seed-heads from which it gets its Old Man’s Beard name are even more attractive.
Other reported wild-flower sightings are ‘Helleborine’ by the Curl Brook and Spotted
Knapweed, which I would have mistaken for a common Knapweed had its individual
characteristics not been pointed out by someone more expert.

Honeysuckle © Isobel H.

'Old Man's Beard' in Bay.

Spotted Knapweed © Simon T.

A few damp days and some strange little plants appear like the one hugging the ground
below. It has tiny, glabrous pairs of leaves like little rosettes and has been identified as the
not uncommon Yellow Pimpernel - which loves hard, damp ground and shady glades.

Yellow Pimpernel.
Meanwhile there is a plant with a similar habit spreading this year on the drier ground
below the conifers with leaves like those of a tiny shamrock and also yellow flowers...
Further to the June issue, readers will be pleased to know that a team of volunteers have
helped “Go Wild in the Curl” to rid the sewage works area of Himalayan Balsam. Hopefully
anyone passing that way will check to make sure it isn’t recurring.
Fungi, Moss and Lichens
The damp has also brought the first of the autumn fungi, a reappearance of the Judas’ Ear
seen earlier this year but also a newcomer, the Charcoal Philiota growing on some old
compost and, more deliciously, Field Mushrooms. Lyonshall has been rich in fungi in
previous years so let’s hope this year is no exception.
No moss or lichen reported although there is probably an abundance of both. We need a
knowledgeable observer for these!

Judas’s Ear [Edible].

Charcoal Philiota [Inedible]

Field Mushroom [Edible]

Fauna
Mammals
As ever we have plenty of rabbits, grey squirrels and rats about but there have been few
reports of anything more unusual. Roe Deer have again been seen near the village. Five
different Otters are believed to be living around the Curl Brook in the Lyonshall/Pembridge
area. Much nearer to Kington and at The Upper Fishpool there are large roosts of Pipistrelle
Bats. And that is it for reported sightings this month! However, as we all know, the number
and range of mammals seen bears very little relation to the number and range present in the
area so August and September sightings may be much more numerous and diverse.
Birds
The bird tally has also been low when compared with June but that may be because July was
a busy month for rearing chicks! There are certainly plenty of scruffy little youngsters
around – Tits, Finches, Robins and Sparrows to name but a few. Once again we had a
bemused fledgling on our path waiting to be rescued by Mum – a young Blackbird this time.

Fledgling Blackbird waiting for ‘Mum’.
I am also assured that the Dippers under The Curl bridge “got their second brood away” and
that there are numerous young House Martins. We also have Willow Warblers at Kingswood,
just outside The Parish boundary to the West.
Among the predators both Barn Owls and Tawny Owls have been seen in the parish, the Red
Kites often fly low over the fields and the Buzzards circle and shriek. More unusually there
are Hobbies around, birds I’ve never knowingly seen so will be looking out for particularly.
Insects and Invertebrates:
July was the month of the moth! There have been ever more brown moths of various sizes
flying at night and largely unidentified. However there have also been some day-time or
early-evening flyers. The first of these was a Herald Moth, seen on a hot afternoon enjoying
or perhaps just resting in the shade of a blackcurrant bush. Much later in the month we have
a Magpie Moth. Photographs of both of these are below.

Herald Moth.

Magpie Moth © Simon T.

However the most intriguing sighting and photograph was of a butterfly with identical
markings to those of a Large Heath Butterfly (Coenonympha tullia), which it was initially
thought to be despite the fact that it would be highly unusual to see a Large Heath in this
area as it has not previously been seen in Herefordshire. However when one butterfly expert
consulted another the probable identification was changed to that of a rare and “extreme

variant” of the Ringlet butterfly known as an arête, much paler than the usual Ringlet but
very unusual even for that because of “what appears to be extensive red staining on the
wings”. Large Heath or Ringlet variant? The jury is still out and we have been asked to look
out for similar butterflies to help confirm the finding. This one was seen in a hedgerow by
the bridleway above Castle Weir farm, so I hope anyone walking up there will take a special
interest in the butterflies around them and photographs would be good for identification.

"Shaun's Butterfly" © Shaun P.
Other butterfly sightings have not been of rare species but nonetheless welcome for that.
The Painted Ladies are back, three weeks later than last year. There have been a number of
Peacocks, Small Whites, Commas, Small Coppers, Common Blues and Skippers around and
the Red Admirals are finally putting in an appearance. However, to date no one has
seen/reported a Tortoiseshell - once one of the most frequently seen butterflies in England!

Painted Lady

&

Red Admiral © Simon T.

Emperor Dragonfly © Sarah C.

No other “new” sightings of invertebrates, other than a female Emperor Dragonfly on a pool
near The Curl Brook spotted by a GWITC ‘Volunteer’, have been reported this month.
Fish, reptiles and amphibians:
No sightings in this category in July.
Lyonshall Weather in July

July started off well and it promised to be a sunny month – for about a week! We had our
first ‘much needed’ rain on the 10th and then it never recovered. Overall we had 51.0mm of
rain (6.1mm above average) and 5 more rainy days than expected. The Average
temperature (15.5C) was only just below the expected norm for July (16,7C) however.
The Plan
The Lyonshall Neighbourhood Development Plan [NDP] presentation threw up many
questions around the natural history of the parish. Most significantly it indicated that there
are several areas of Ancient Woodland in the parish and 18 Local Wildlife Sites [LWS is the
modern designation], some of which have not yet been identified. The “Ancient Woodlands”,
and indeed the slightly more modern woodlands, are of course still highly visible and I look
forward to working with our Tree Warden to get more detail about what they contain. But
the Local Wildlife Sites are more problematic as they were so-designated (as Special Wildlife
Sites - SWS] about thirty years ago and knowledge of exactly where they are and why they
were each so-designated seems to have been lost, along with the answers to questions
about ownership and management. Such sites could be of major importance in charting the
wildlife of Lyonshall and in ensuring that the parish remains attractive to all nature-lovers
whether residents or visitors. So this is an APPEAL! If you know any details about any
designated Local Wildlife Sites (or Special Wildlife Sites) in the parish, particularly what the
site protects, please let me know so that we can record it and, if appropriate, ensure it
remains safe for the future.
ALL CONTRIBUTIONS (verbal or photographic, amateur or expert) GRATEFULLY RECEIVED at
jcvqa@btinternet.com

