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'Lewis Wych'. The view from The Whittern, N.W. towards the ‘Noke’ bridge near Upper Marston.
A small dog called ‘Nugget’ has reminded me why I do this “Country Diary”. For her, the
sights, sounds and smells of the fields and woods make Lyonshall the most exciting place in
the world! Whilst we humans are worrying about the traffic, the lack of job opportunities,
the poor amenities and where someone is going to build the next house, we forget that
Lyonshall’s Unique Selling Point [USP] is its intimate connection with nature, with ancient
orchards, unploughed meadows, medieval fishpools, traditional hedgerows, meandering
streams and “Ancient Woodlands” stretching from one end of The Parish to the other. There
are wildlife habitats even in the heart of the main village. That these all provide sites for
wildflowers and homes for animals, birds and insects is confirmed by reports received from
correspondents across The Parish. More reports, please, in October.
In an ideal world, I would have the whole parish declared a “Special Wildlife Site”! In this
non-ideal world, I hope we strive to achieve a positive approach to retaining “the character
of the village” by ‘valuing, protecting, restoring and enhancing the natural environment’
(which forms part of Herefordshire Council’s “NDP Recommendation”) as well as bearing
nature in mind in our critical attitudes to Lyonshall’s future and essential development.
Further news on Lyonshall’s “Special Wildlife Sites” is expected by the end of October.
Meanwhile I’ve been thinking about how we can draw attention to Lyonshall’s wildlife
credentials, for the benefit of visitors and potential residents as well as those of us who are
here already – without, of course, destroying the very places where the plants grow or the
animals live. It seems to me that generally if we concentrate on the flora [the plant life], the
fauna [the animal life] will soon follow. See “Flora” below.........
The month in general

“Try to remember the kind of September
When life was slow and oh so mellow,
Try to remember the kind of September
When grass was green and grain so yellow”.
(Song: Lyrics by Tom Jones & Harvey Schmidt. 1960 – 2002.)
“Try to remember? ” The contrast between September this year and September last has been
somewhat depressing! Although the Autumn colouring has been as rich as ever there have
been few days on which to appreciate it. On the odd bright days that we’ve had the birds
and butterflies have appeared on the Ivy flowers and the feeders as though to fatten up in
early anticipation of the winter ahead or, more probably, in response to lying low during the

regular rains. There have been fewer sightings of mammals, fish or amphibians; one or two
“newly fledged” birds early in the month. Only the fungi have been abundant – no longer
now the ‘Mushrooms’ of late August but the weird and whacky, and definitely inedible,
‘Toadstools’ !
Flora
Trees and Shrubs
There have been no special reports this month regarding the trees and shrubs in the area. I
am assured that work is in hand “to maintain and improve the health of the woods in
Lyonshall Park Wood” (sic), which is good news. Meanwhile the roadside trees are changing
from green to gold and red and, in the case of the Copper Beeches, to near black; but this
will all be so much more dramatic by mid-October. One of the first and loveliest to change
is the Rowan (Mountain Ash) – a modest, ordinary little tree for most of the year but it is
coming into its own in Autumn for both leaf colouring and its red, yellow or orange berries.

A windblown ‘Rowan’ twig.
And talking of fruit, I don’t know how our cider-apple growers feel about this year but, the
orchards are looking good and all varieties of the garden hard fruit, the crab-apples and
the wild berries have never been brighter nor more prolific to the ordinary observer!

Eating Apples.

Old Pear Tree.

Cider Apples.

Crab Apples.

Smaller Plants
As to the smaller plants, there has been nothing especially noteworthy among the native
species flowering this month, so far as I am aware. I’ve had no reports of anything and have
been unable to look for much myself due to the weather – though I have noticed that the
Bulrushes in the Upper Fishpool are spreading around the island and close to the banks.
Please don’t try to pick the rushes – the ‘Upper Fishpool’ is much too dangerous
with its fine, black silt up to a depth of a metre or more in some places.
However also proliferating, although not strictly a native species, are the small pink
(occasionally white) Cyclamen which spring up in little clumps from late August to October.
They are certainly marching down the hill from the Church and spilling from the verges into
our gardens. The seeds are carried by the ants so are they in the village centre and heading
up to Holme Marsh yet? How far do they spread outwards across The Parish of Lyonshall?

I really hope they are spreading far and wide, because they are so welcoming on even the
dullest of days and they cause so little trouble that I really feel we should consider adopting
them as Lyonshall’s “Parish Flower” – “Your Reports Please”.

Cyclamen growing wild - [Isobel H ©] - along the footpaths on The Village outskirts.
In fact, would it not be wonderful if Lyonshall could become known as `The Parish of
Flowers’, including both wild and garden plants? I’m not suggesting the competitive
“tailored” approach of the “In Bloom” awards – although we did well enough in those
competitions a few years ago – but a much more natural, wildlife-friendly approach which
blurs the distinction between garden and countryside and brings the verges, hedgerows and
trees into the mix. A thought for 2018...
A propos of which, we had a message from Penny in northern Canada (she was once a
resident of Castle Weir) that there used to be Autumn Crocus in the parkland below the
house. Sadly, these seem to have gone. Still, it shows that the memory of flowers can last
for 50 years...
P.S. on the Cyclamen; even when the flowers are gone, they have a range of pretty heartshaped leaves varying in size and pattern and slightly in colour. I’m sure I heard somewhere
that every cyclamen plant has a different pattern on its leaves but, phew, I wouldn’t like to
have to verify that!
Fungi, Moss and Lichens
“More fungi next month” I said in August and I wasn’t wrong! Every year new fungi appear,
often in unexpected places. September’s appearances included:
1. The Dawn Brittlegill (Russula aurora) – edible, allegedly, but localised and not
occurring in large numbers. Certainly I’ve only seen one and didn’t try eating it.
2. Dead Man’s Fingers (Xylaria polymorpha) – growing amid the ferns but quite the
most unattractive fungus which no one would want to eat
3. A small pale-green mushroom, Volvariella murinella – inedible but too small and
infrequent to be worth picking anyway.
4. Fairies’ Bonnets (Coprinus disseminatus) which come up often more than once a year
and in great abundance but are also very small and inedible.
5. The Varicoloured Bracket (Coriolus versicolor), a long-term and widespread resident
of old tree stumps, probably tasting very like the old wood to which it clings.
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Again, no moss or lichen reports but perhaps a visit to the woods will produce more for
October.
Fauna
Mammals
Regrettably, this month’s mammal sightings have been few. A young Fox ran across a
village lawn one early morning apparently chasing small birds, more in play than as prey. It
shows that foxes are still around although the old, near-black fellow with a limp who used
to haunt the railway track has not been seen for quite a while and his lair in the orchard
hedge is deserted. Rabbits appear on sunny days (sadly Myxomatosis is back again) and the
common Brown Rat is seen occasionally. Otherwise, September this year has been
characterised by non-sightings. From the edge of the parish by the river Arrow we have a
report that Otters, seen in the past, have not been seen this year; Fallow and Roe Deer, seen
on the tram road last year, have not been seen this. To some extent, of course, these nonsightings may relate to the weather, to short-term local human activity and to coincidence –
for example, there were deer sightings around the tram road earlier in the year. I keep my
fingers crossed that if October doesn’t produce more sightings, next year will.
Birds
It is great to be able to record the presence of an Egret on the Arrow early in September.
These elegant birds are rapidly becoming naturalised in the UK – I first saw one on the River
Usk at Brecon several years ago and look forward to seeing them here. (Oddly enough I
haven’t seen its cousin the Heron that used to visit the Upper Fishpool regularly this year –
too much silt, too few fish or have I just been unlucky?) From the same source we also have
a report of the complete range of woodpeckers – Great and Lesser Spotted and the Green
Woodpecker. The Great Spotted Woodpecker is wide-ranging across the Parish, the Lesser
Spotted is very much rarer, in Lyonshall and throughout the UK. The Green Woodpecker has
been seen in the village previously in mid swooping flight but few of us will have been lucky
enough to see one at rest – a pity, since their colouring is quite exotic.

A Little Egret

&

a Green Woodpecker .
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Dippers and Kingfishers are reported from the Curl Brook and the Arrow. From the village
centre there have been no reports this month of anything extraordinary – Sparrows,
Chaffinches and assorted tits, Robins and Nuthatches, Blackbirds and the inevitable harvest
time flocks of Wood Pigeons. The young Buzzard has been crying overhead, the Tawny Owl
hooting, Rooks are circling above The Castle and a Sparrow Hawk is known to be nearby. Of
course, the summer visitors have now all gone; no doubt the winter migrants, such as the
Fieldfares, will arrive soon. - As to bird seasonality, the first of the new-season ‘refugee’
Pheasants has arrived seeking temporary asylum in my garden and stealing the hens’ corn!

Insects and Invertebrates:
The best of the butterflies in September were to be found on the Sedums at Lyonshall
Nurseries! Mainly Tortoiseshells. In the village we had to settle for a proliferation of
Speckled Woods although a few Red Admirals and Blues appeared on the ivy flowers on
sunny days, as previously mentioned. For most of the month the weather did not encourage
butterflies or moths; bees and hover-flies have been less common. By the time the few fine
days at the end of September arrived, insect life comprised mainly spiders, wasps and
hornets. Spiders have proved extraordinarily difficult to identify or photograph! The Hornet
shown here was susceptible to a little sweet ‘Perry’:

The Common Hornet – ‘Vespa Crabro’.
Anyone who owns a pear tree will know that the fallen fruit attract large numbers of wasps
at this time of year which are more dangerous than normal when drunk! We didn’t challenge
them when taking this photograph of the fallen pears around one of the last trees in the Old
Orchard next to the Memorial Hall – to be admired at a safe distance!

Fish, reptiles and amphibians:
Where are the Slow-worms, lizards and toads of previous years? Hopefully still around but
keeping out of sight this cold, grey September. So far as fish are concerned, lack of reported
sightings probably reflects the fact that the humans have been keeping indoors! Anyone
concerned about the lack of Elvers, and hence Eels, in our local streams and rivers however
should contact the ‘Lugg and Arrow Fisheries Association’ and sign up to the “ iPetition “
with which they are involved, if it’s not too late to register.
Lyonshall Weather in September
This September has been a great disappointment, especially following an indifferent August.
The Sun shone on the first two days and then disappeared for a fortnight’s holiday
elsewhere. The temperature rarely rose above the expected average and it was a cloudy and
damp month with the occasional sunny day. Rainfall was well above the expected 50mm at
74.6mm and in total we had 20 days when we had some, if not incessant, showers.
Normally we might have expected 8 damp days! No “Indian Summer” for Lyonshall this year
but there is always 2018 to look forward to.

Campaigns, Organisations and the Future
Hooray! There have been no reports this month of any new invasive species – plant or
animal – in The Parish. However, it is worth noting that as a result of this Diary ‘Himalayan
Balsam’ is being tackled in at least one part of rural Canada! (Memo to self: Those of us who

watched Gardeners’ World on TV last week will know that a new way of tackling Himalayan
Balsam has been developed – I must pass that information on.) It is also worth noting that
the Herefordshire Rural Hub Newsletter for October. which has just appeared on The
Lyonshall Website [ www.lyonshall.net ] gives details of the Code of Practice for controlling
“Invasive Alien Species”; Landowners with such a problem might follow this up.
Also mentioned in this month’s issue of Herefordshire Rural Hub is the existence of “an
informal group of meadow owners”, Herefordshire Meadows, which meets to discuss
“meadow management, restoration and creation”. Their website is
www.herefordshiremeadows.org.uk . Lyonshall used to have many small meadows. Most
have long-since gone to grazing, other forms of agriculture or development. However
anyone who owns a meadow, even if it’s small, might like to contact them to see how we
can restore flower-filled grassland to The Parish – starting, ideally, with the Fishpools
Meadow which so impressed the Herefordshire County ecologists 7 years ago.
But this ‘Country Diary’ is principally designed to record and celebrate what Lyonshall has to
offer. I myself might believe there are issues to be tackled regarding the natural history of
The Parish but my main concern is not campaigning, conservation or education, it’s about
enjoyment. Just watching the local flora and fauna is soothing and continually fascinating –
whether it’s a simple Sparrow or an exotic Egret, a Dandelion or a botanical rarity. I hope the
Diary will promote enjoyment even if it achieves nothing else.
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