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WrackydonycJa | NI O1 Poasturelhy thg Garden Centre lookin§outh East over Lyonshall.

Phew! What a month! From record - breaking heat - waves to flash - floods and back again!
One minute we were basking in sunshine, the next worrying about drains and mud; one

minute we were still clearing up snow damage and assessing repairs and replacements | the
next we were planning and planting for Summer. So altogether ,busss been busy
busy..........

...0r it should have been. No doubt there w  as actually a lot of public sector activity during
May affecting the conservation of flora and fauna and the enjoyment of the countryside at
national, county and local level but the few references | © seen in the media recently were
either insignificant or not relevant to Lyonshall . We shall see what progress is made in June.

The month in general

0The mont h bepleddanyti mesits tace is beautiful; the B  lackbird sings his full
song, the | iving wood is his holding, the C  uckoos are singing and ever singing;
there is a welcome before the brightness of
(Augusta, Lady Gregory 1852 -1932. Irish Poet, Writer & P laywright. )

Th e undRs 6warned us that, because it started late, Spring would come and go in a very

short space of time and they were not wrong. Some flowers came and went so fas tthat |

missed them completely! And perhapssome di dndt c odrhas aayone ader Wood

Anemones in Lyonshall this year?  (They us ed to be plentiful in the copse by Lynhal e9.60 dri ve
It is more difficult to tell what the effect of the long winter ~ has been on the birds, other than

the late arrival of summer migrants, and to my mind itis even more difficult to tell the effect

on mammal s, amphibians and insects. I suppose much de
winter is followed Bbyineitherdirectiorawhéthesabmomellr y hot or
abnormally cold, wunusually dry or unusually wet. May
prognosis and the weather forecasters are not sticking their necks out 0 not that we would

believe them if they did!

On the farms it seemstobe mainly 6 busi ness as wusual 6. However it was
dFishpools Meadow 6has been 0t opfpsttinéin &tteast 16 years. T  his Meadow

has never been built on, or ploughed, in centuries of history (probably because of the

presence of numerous springs) and is consequently a haven for wildlife of all kinds . It had,

however, become badly overgrown through lack of grazing and any other management.



Our heartfelt thanks to the farmer  (a new owne r perhaps ?)concerned. The meadow flowers
will thrive once more  thanks to the good management

T —— . _/ i 3 7
removes thistles and encourages the wild

e 28 M" AT
wimproves drainage,

priﬁgﬂe mdo

e

flowers.
Flora

Trees and Shrubs

The Apple blossom, on both the C  ider Apples and Crab Apples, flowered briefly & extensive

by the middle of the month, gone by the end. But the most obviously fast - blo oming tree

this May was the Rowan . Great heads of creamy blossom flourished and died within a week,
albeit successively on each of the two adjacent trees that | was watching most closely.

Rowan Tree lmssom & Cider Apple + Mistletae

The Hawthorn (0Mayd) Ildelaodswerd ras quitkly buticth me case 0 unless
I dm i ma g dtharersgemedtto be far less flower s than is usual for North Herefordshire

®y3AtAAaKQ 3 WaiRf I y&ReudirsteElder flowvedr @6 Mag)Y
The Elder opened i t s first fl owers at the end of the mont h.
bit sparse. | hope thatthese 6 b e r rtrees dild have enough fruit for the birds this Autumn .
Theonly other oOLyonshall trees and shr ub-plénted ews i s
0Bl ack Poplseemtobathrivimgssome disease - resistant &nglish Elmsdare
surviving well but Ash die - back remains a persistent problem throughout the country side.

Smaller Plants
Astothe smaller plants, whi |l e a f ew h a wthers chadve gravp ip @bandanck 6
and at breakneck speed!F or exampl e, 2017086sgrasseckaeta@difié 180s
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d | could foresee imminent strangulation, our hens got bored with eating it and it had to be
hacked down, in the manner of cutting a pat h through the jungle, rather than mowed back .

More decorative are the invasive but pretty wild flowers - the Herb Robert, purple Bush
Vetch and Blue Bugle [which co mes in different sizes and shades  of purple and blue]
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And talking of o0blued, the Brhguoeeblmtllaspleasedtoseea s, of cou
avild 8 luk Columbine onthe eastern side of @&he old railway &raised trackbed for the first
time ever in 10 years. How did it get there? How far did the seed s travel and by what means?

The photo shows it surrounded by t he sweet Wid&tsawbhemies ddierb Robert and
Wood Avens, all of which are common enough throughout the Parish of Lyonshall.
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Wild Columbin€] left ]

Among other unusual plants flowering in Lyonshall this May were double - flowered Kingcups
and Water Crowfoot in the  8Cur/ Brook § parasitic Broomrape and the woodland Crow Garlic.
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But hey-ho! Whilstt hese rare plants are interesting, | etds cel

common English flora o fields full of colourful yellow Buttercups , hedgerows full of Red
Campion and the first 6 b | iskh @og 6Roses {Rosa canina (English Rose) } of the summer!
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We also have a flower which is bot##ommontand possiblyouniques !

Intrigued? See Page 9 6
Fungi, Moss and Lichens

Only two types of fungi were reported inMay 6t he 0Yel | owgaBcusaanthederdus)
early in the month and some small Puffballs towards the end. Like most cap fungi, the

Orellow Stainer dwas only seen foraboutaday and di dnwery adpatising then, so the
fact t h@mtic totsornes people 6is nota major hazard to the discerning forager !

CKS W Stt2s {GFAYSND

No new unidentified M oss was reported, but  previously - unrecorded - in- Lyonshall Lichen or

Algae can be found on the trunk of a Silver Birch tree by the a n c i &pper Fihpool & We

are still confirming what this is through the @ritish Lichen Society@ What ever it is, it2o:
amazing rust - red colour which glows in the sunlight. The BLSpr omi se to oget backo

w S RIga¥bn a Silver BirchTree

Fauna
Mammals
Where have all the R abbitsgone? 1t s t he end of Mafjew dabylRabbithsove seen
farthisyear (andth eydi dndét | ook very healthy) and only four or

when in previous years the garden,  our neighbour s &awns and field s would have double
figures of R abbits daily. Even my 6 | r iegidr 6HRs chased only two out of their burrows
despite dedicated digging.  Myxomatosis or RHD ( Rabbit Haemorrhagic Disease) ? Possibly,
but no diseased Rabbits have been seen either. Maybe this is the effect of the protracted

cold, snowy weather or our local, polite but efficient young Game Keeper . If so, it might
expl ai n why, evadtstdhaeelbeeh sightéd, they too are fewer than in previous

years. (R.H.D. does not affect Hares, according to the most recent  scientific studies.)

A Weasel was seen carrying a small  creature in its mouth across the road, most probably its
own young, and there have been some Squirrel and Brown Rat sightings as is usual for May.
Other mammals have been evidenced by signs rather than sightings 0 Roe Deer tracks in
Lyonshall Park Wood; the remains of an ~ Eel half eaten by an Otter (useful evidenc e that both
Eels and Ottersare /were aive on 6 The Cur |l 6 ainthis @arttofeHeréfordsturev d).



Half - eaten Eel © Tony N .
Otherwise, Lyonshall in  May has been unusually quiet among  the mammal population.

Birds

Birds are better! The principal summer migrants -- Swallows, Martins and Swifts -- have all
now arrived, although in smaller numbers and much later than in previous years . (There will
be a local nest countin June 2018 apparently ). There have been reports of Cuckoos callin g
(they are notoriously difficult to see) . Also heard but not seen - one single Curlew . They are
rare now but were once so common in my childhood, as are/were Lapwings, of which a few

have been sighted in the maize fields towards Pembridge. A solitary Jay is reported here in
the village; hopefully he has a mate. There is a Onewo6 Bar n dteDwl idd
the first seen for many y ears. Tawny Owls still call regularly in the village .[Shes a y Bo witt 6
(Twit) and He says 6To woo6 TQ marry?). The only other raptor s reported this month w  ere
the usual Sparrow hawks . The &House Sparrow dpopulation continues to thrive however.

Among the small bird population s, nearly every type of f inch has been seen around The
Parish of L yonshall this May & Bullfinches, Chaffinches, Goldfinches and Greenfinches - plus
Dunnocks (Hedge Sparrows ), House Sparrows and several varieties of Tit ( 7/tmouse ).

But the most exciting thing at this time of year is to see the nests, evidence of breeding ,
eggs and, of cour se, the emerging chicks and fledglings. | am extremely grateful to the
contributors who have sent  in their photo graph s of Lyonshall & &irds, nests and the young.
For tranquillity it would be hard to beat th e Canada Goose with her chicks on a farm pond;

for secrecy, no bird could improve on the Wren s who have rebuilt their nestin a hole in a
tunnel wall ; but for pictures of new life, look at th eWhi t et hr o @& tatehlly mengoted
in a Village garden hedge. The White throat & nest photos were taken just two days apart.

Whltethroat lays 6 Eggs & at Ieast 2 hatch out© Dawd G.
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Meanwhile @ur own &Nuthatch is flying back and forth from the feeders to her chosen nest
box . Nearby, in a hole in a Wellingtoni  a trunk half - hidden by old , dead ivy stems, a

pair of

Tree Creepersis very busy . Both sets of birds are feeding nestlings at the time of printing

Insects and Invertebrates

A big Bugd asmall Bugd a Beeandafew 6 Butt ealfl i @agpfeared i
being confl ated wNotrustbe§ustycameitlencg!y 6, Pogether with
@ragonflies § dMayflies 6and the first summer @oths &

n May (OEnt

The big Bugs came in with a bang! The Cockchaf ers ( Melolontha melolontha ), Beetles
otherwise known as dVlay Bugs g @Billy Witches ¢ dSpang Bugs 6 or dDoodle Bugs § are quite

large and heavy by British insect standards with bodies 30mm long and 20mm wide across

the wing case, and when they fly into the house and clumsily hit the furniture you can easily

hear them! They have an interesting life cycle, starting as eggs buried up to 20 cm d
the earth, usually in fields, and hatching into white grubs after a few weeks then developing
in the earth for three to four years before pupating in autumn and working their way to the

eepin

surface the following spring. Because of their long time in the earth, they tend to appear as

adults every four years. They can be a major problem in agriculture, especially for potato
growers and more so since the most effective pesticides to control them are banned
EU & UK Regulations. They have been eatenin  the past 0 fried in butter, | understand

under
o but |

havendt tried them mysel f! deastigsblerr afewdaystagadand wo o f

we caught one. More were seen later elsewhere in the Parish.

Note : /fyou look them up on the  dnternet 6 you wi | | come across
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an article

living in fear as giant CockchafeDomeelt /I pawnee o

small print you will note  that article was published two years ago mnmoéThDeai |y

akat/ar 6

dondt r ecal | of@ockchalersn@@lé io ltyonshall or anywhere else in the UK! .
(T h e S tast jodrsalistic _coup was 0 L anc ast e rfouBloomirée Md)on o

TheZockchafeBeetleQ also known as K SMagt Bugé.

The small &ug dwhich landed on my blue jacket later in the month and was reluctant

to leave was a @Green Shield Bug®(Palomena prasina), a.k.a. 6The Damsel Bug & D ark

green with small black spots on the back. These characterise a male and they

disappear after the S pring. It was lessthan 1 cm long and totally silent! &reen Shield

Bugs6feed on plant sap and the leaves of trees . They are harmless butt hey are

known also as ¢Stink Bugs 6so:
Do NOT crush them ! L

'‘GreenShield  .[TdeStink Bug
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We received also a photo from one of our ¢ ontributors of a  8Cuckoo Bee 6(Bombus vestalls ),
found on a porch windowsill in the centre of T he Village. They are so called because they
(parasitize O0the nests of the @uff- tailed 6Bumble Bees - which are plentiful this Spring.

The Cucko Bee.© David. G.
Butterflies o The first Painted Lady has been sighted in May 2018 , as have the first &peckled
Woodsa @range Tips d &mall Whites § @rimstones 6and &Green- veined Whites dcontinue to
put in an appearance. Dragonflies seen included different &Chasersd @amsels dand
®emoiselles 69 | hope to have some photos next month.

Mayflies are just beginning to hatch on The River Arrow. And there are Ermine Moths on the
Spindle Tree s. Altogether it has been a more interesting month for insects than we have had
fora long while.

Ourfirst 6i nv er t eshhtiggtofahe gear & a dNhite- lipped 6Snail ( Cepaea hortensis ).
Like all gardener s | am programmed to hate slugs and | view their &lose cousins dthe snails

with a very deep suspicion - but | shall make an exception for this handsome fellow , dou bly
so since he was found near The Curl Brook in our Lyonshall Parish where oHimalayan

Balsam 6 bashing is again taking place. Dowe do needthe Snails! | 8m not convinced

but wEAOA x1 O1 A xA AA xEQEI OO 1 OtridEus &fAlaht pastsOOOAU 061 1 OT

The Whitelipped Snail© Sarah C.

Fish, reptiles and amphibians

Some very good pictures  of &mooth Newt sé(also known as Common Newt s) from two
different sources this month. This is the breeding season for N ewts and one of the photos
shows a mal e newt ds br iitgdatk spots, emdicgtieg bbeeding rgadimesst h
I't was opl ayi ng debadkdhemdetedtey byrmg dcantributois § whichis a
defence mechanism against predators . When d&gently righted 6&it soon scuttled away!

The other photo shows a similar 6 C o mmo evlt, upMight and sunning itself before it

became aware of the photographer. No te that while the presence of  &mooth dor Common &
Newts is not a deterrent to house - building and development , they are a {protected species 6
inthe UK and itis illegal to  asel/ them § although not illegal to  ccapture 6or &remove dthem.



"Smoothé or ICommon Newt'© SimonT. & | { Y& 2 (il K -Pl&yimgDead! - © David G.

Lyonshall Weatherin May

May was strange this year. After a W et and gloomy April it went into a HOT and dry week.

At | ast O0Springé cameshndBat 6t oiumt ¢Théde eameand d

unus uHeatwavedé with the top temperatures reaching record
Celsius in Lyonshall on the 15t of the month]. It was WET and gloomy in the last week but

there were Thunder Storms and heavy rains in the rest of England . They missed Lyonshall

completely. Wehad Oned Cl ap of Th un dteaf May lbutno tain that @9. An

0ODD MONTHO Yfeer its was owetter than aver digeawd but not
Ma yBaimk Holidays 6 wer e as you mi gh tsumkhueooetwas WBThe was

The Future for Nature in Lyonshall

| admit | have been far too occupied with looking around and noting the changing flora and
fauna in Lyonshall in May to ta ke any active part in either their immediate conservation or
their long - term preservation. However, | continue to skim the media for news of national
and loc al environment proposals and initiatives and will report/consult/act upon anything
really significant.



