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Looking from “The Whittern” home farm - north westwards towards ‘Eywood’, “Offa’s Dyke” & Titley.

“The month of November makes me feel that life is passing more quickly. In an effort to
slow it down, I try to fill the hours more meaningfully”
[Henry Rollins, ‘L.A. Weekly’, November Issue - 2013].
Hmmm! A fine ambition but My November was characterised more by pervasive
sluggishness than by any “meaningful” activity! However, between the yawns and the awful
effort of changing channels on the TV, came a reminder that, whilst “Blue Planet 2” is
magnificent, there is also a more modest world just outside our own front doors which is
worth watching, noting down and caring about. The Lyonshall Country Diary took
precedence over housework (my excuse) so I “stirred my stumps”, “bucked up” and “carried
on”!
The month in general

“How sad would be November if we had no knowledge of The Spring!”
(Edwin Way Teale. 1899-1980. North American Naturalist & Photographer.)
November started well enough after a cold end to October but it soon reverted to normal

with skies becoming grey for most of the time (or so it seemed); even Christmas seemed a
long way away, let alone next Spring! But in fact the skies soon cleared a little, the birds

resumed singing, feeding, fighting over territory, flitting about and the whole mood lifted.
The first frosts were a small price to pay for this re-engagement with the natural world. And
with the colder and more changeable weather came the bonus of fast-moving cloudscapes
and bright, clear days – perfect for showing the silhouettes of trees, leafless or with just a
scattering of Autumn foliage.

There have been few Fauna sightings – Rabbits and a few Grey Squirrels not yet hibernating
– but the Flora has still been of interest. There has been a particular pleasure in seeing the

occasional plant which in previous years would have stopped flowering months ago. Climate
change has its benefits. There’s an old folk-saying:

“If there’s ice in November that will bear a duck, there’ll be nothing after but sludge and

muck”.
No skating ducks were to be seen in Lyonshall this November, so here’s looking forward to
a mild and dryish winter and clean Wellington Boots!

Flora
Trees and Shrubs
Most of our deciduous native trees are nearly leafless, making some of them actually easier
to recognise from a distance because of their distinctive shapes. We are lucky in having

‘Specimen Trees’ from the old Parklands to look at, for example at Lynhales, Castle Weir and
in the Broad Meadow orchard, where time and space have given them the chance to grow

and spread to their full extent and their differences are more visible; inside the woodlands
their shapes can be less obvious. No scientist has yet provided me with a satisfactory reason
why trees vary in shape but “Vive la difference”.

The ‘Fishpool Oak’.

‘Scots Pine’ at Church House.

‘Ash & Poplar Trees’ - Fishpool.

.
Ash at ‘Tellin’. ‘Crack Willows’ in the Orchard. ‘Sycamore’ at The Firs.
‘Lombardy Poplars’.
Also more easily seen at this time of year is ivy on tree trunks and the immense height to
which it can grow; look at the line of trees in the hedgerow leading up to the Memorial Hall
where it must reach thirty feet or more on some ash and sycamores. Our pair of Red Kites

seem to like perching at the point where the ivy meets bare branches and the sky – the best
of both worlds for shelter and looking for their prey?

Ivy on the Ash & Beech Hedge.
Of course, the bareness of the trees also makes birds’ nests, squirrels’ drays and Mistletoe

easier to see. There seems to be much more mistletoe year on year – have I said that before?

Osier & ‘Black Poplar X’ [with Mistletoe].

Smaller Plants
As mentioned earlier, most notably November saw a number of small plants flowering or

fruiting out of season or, as in the case of the wild Strawberries shown below, doing both at
the same time!

November Strawberries.
Wych Hazel (early for next year) and Herb Robert (late for this) were also in flower.
Conspicuously, too, many ferns were still in full green leaf when usually by late November

they would have shrivelled or even disappeared altogether. We have quite a good range of
native ferns in Lyonshall, each enjoying its preferred situation and thus reflecting the variety
of habitats within our Parish. I have always loved ferns. Next year I shall record them more
systematically; please remind me if I’ve failed to mention ferns by, say, the end of May!

The ‘Lady Fern’.

The ‘Hart’s Tongue Fern’.

Finally in this section, let’s not underestimate the impact of seed-heads! Herewith a stately

Cardoon at Titley – not strictly a wild plant nor within the Parish boundaries but “see what I
mean?” The Old Man’s Beard is, however, both native to England and widespread in the

Parish. Different styles of seed-head but typical of many plants which are still attractive
after the blooms are long gone.

Cardoon (at the ‘Stag @Titley’). Old Man’s Beard (wild Clematis).
Fungi, Moss and Lichens
First to fungi: I am indebted to one of our contributors for this picture of a Bitter

Boletes/Bolete (Tylophilos felleus) found in the Ash and Beech hedgerow near the Memorial
Hall (“...a haven for unusual fungi...”). It smells nice but allegedly tastes “very bitter”, taints
any food it touches and is classed as “inedible”, although not “particularly poisonous”!

The ‘Bitter Boletes’ © Shaun P.

Other Fungi seen this November were ones we have mentioned before, although they are
not as numerous as in previous years.
Next, for want of a resident ‘moss-and-lichens expert’ in Lyonshall, we have bought some
reference books to improve our knowledge of them as they are so wonderfully abundant in
our healthy, rural Parish. Below are photos of “Dust Lichens”, lepraria, which cover the

trunks of trees, old stonework and our wooden fences in a fine greeny-blue or greyish-

white “powder”. The ‘blue’ one is Lepraria incana, commonplace only in ‘clean-air’ areas and
away from strong direct sunlight. Also below is a photo of “Sickle Moss” ( Depranocladus

uncinatus) on an old damp Willow stump. Its name refers to the sickle-shaped tips to its
leaves – the first time, I confess, that I’ve ever looked at a piece of Moss so closely!

Two forms of the ‘Lepraria’ [Dust Lichen].

‘Sickle Moss’.

Since many lichens and mosses are neither especially obvious nor particularly rare around
here I look forward to recording and identifying more in future months – you can always
skip this section of the ‘Lyonshall Country Diary’ if you’re bored or allergic to them!
Fauna
Mammals
Other than the aforementioned Rabbits and Squirrels and Brown Rats there were few

mammal sightings in November. I can report one sadly-dead mole, still warm to the touch,
and a cat looking mighty pleased with itself nearby – that’s another side to nature and

there’s no point grieving about it. The little creature’s fur was, as expected, incredibly soft
but one would need an awful lot of moles to make even a small “real moleskin” waistcoat;
we had better accept cotton “moleskin” instead! Although gardeners and green-keepers
dislike the molehills which pop up on their lawns, it’s difficult to dislike the moles

themselves which are clever, industrious and inoffensive creatures; what a pity they can’t be
trained to throw up their ‘Castles’ on the waste ground that none of us mows or cultivates!

The “young Fox” mentioned last month has been seen again. It was all alone and in the

‘Children’s Play Area’ in the centre of Lyonshall Village. The ‘Old Black Fox’ has vanished
from the Upper Fishpool which is a relief to the Mallard and those of us that have chickens
and young cats! Rabbits are scarcer -although it is to be noted that Myxomatosis is back.

“The Young Fox” © Shaun P.
The Curl Brook initiative has installed a ‘motion camera’ under one of the bridges which
captured a Short-tailed Vole, Wood Mice, a Polecat and five individual Otters as well as,

regrettably, the dreaded Mink – a good level of wildlife for a small stream in mid-November;
since wildlife is no respecter of parish boundaries these animals will move freely between
Lyonshall and Pembridge. We await their next report from the camera with great interest.
Birds
The same Curl Brook camera also picked up a Dipper, Heron, Kingfisher, Mallard (with

chicks), Tawny Owl and Water Rail. Some of these birds were seen on the Arrow earlier in the
year – presumably not the exact same birds. Herons, Mallards and Tawny Owls have been

seen by Lyonshall’s medieval Upper Fishpool in earlier years but not this year, possibly due
to the high level of silt, low level of clear water. Tawny Owls were undoubtedly still around
the village this November. They are rarely seen but were frequently heard. As to the rapid

series of screeches coming from the direction of the Upper Fishpool at 5.00 a.m. early in the
month, these were probably from a Barn Owl but it was not near enough to be seen.

Two smallish flocks of Starlings – perhaps 40 or 50 birds - were spotted, one apparently
riding the wind on a breezy afternoon near Woonton Ash, the other swooping in and out

above a cider orchard early one morning. (That same cider orchard has become home to a
few pheasants – the “ones that got away ” temporarily!)

There is nothing new to report from our resident smaller garden birds. As in October, there
were plenty of Blackbirds, assorted Tits - especially Coal Tits, and “LBJ”s (Little Brown Jobs
such as House Sparrows) around. The Greater Spotted Woodpecker could be heard

drumming and occasionally seen. And is it my imagination or has the number of Wrens
increased? I suppose it may just be that I didn’t see them among the lush foliage of

summer! Meanwhile at least one pair of Red Kites are patrolling an area from the Memorial

Hall to Lynhales and Penrhos Common; earlier this year a pair were reported over the ‘Titley
Road’; I think (hope) we may have two pairs therefore.

Any confirmatory sightings from

your patch?
Insects and Invertebrates:

At the beginning of November there were still a few ants, spiders and hoverflies around. By
the end of the month and despite the dry weather even these seemed to disappear. The only

insects to be found later on one or two sunny afternoons were Winter Gnats, dancing around
one another in what I now know to be a courtship ritual at their unusual chosen time to
mate.

There were still Earthworms around but of other small invertebrates only Woodlice
remained, “scuttering ” round in abundance under stones and old flower-pots – funny little

things, living off dead plant material and entirely harmless, even useful. They are, of course,
crustaceans and as such related to lobsters but they lack the gastronomic appeal somehow!
Fish, reptiles and amphibians:

There was nothing to add in November to the ‘River Arrow’, ‘Headbrook’ and ‘Curl Brook’
reports for October. Maybe December will be more interesting?
Lyonshall Weather in November

A foggy start led to sunshine and then the inevitable ‘Frosts’. It was warmer - if it rained

-but clear skies meant chilly dawns and the need to scrape the car windscreen first thing in
the morning. However there was no Ice on our roads. On the whole it was a dryish month
with about eleven “rainy days”, which was as expected. The ‘Cold Spell’ at the end of the
month was an exact replica of last year although the “flurry” of SNOW [did you miss it?

]

on the 30th was not exactly what The BBC Weather presenters had been threatening us with.
Again it was dryer than expected. Does ‘The BBC’ only report ‘angst’ and Scottish Gales?

The "Hunters Moon" on 3 rd Nov.

Sunrise on 30 th Nov (Snow forecast)

Plans for the Future
As in October, there are no new wildlife campaigns or organisations specific to Lyonshall (or

North Herefordshire) to mention this month and no further news that I’m aware of regarding
the environmental sections of the ‘Lyonshall NDP’. I shall be “keeping my eye on the ball and
my ear to the ground” as far as my flexibility allows! I shall keep you all informed. 

Meanwhile it has been suggested that I should continue the “Lyonshall Country Diary” into
2018. You may remember that “Plan A” was to summarise all the 2017 findings into one

document as a record of the wild flora and fauna of a single Herefordshire parish. However I
am conscious of the fact that we have not seen or heard of anything like the range of

wildlife seen in 2011 which so interested the Herefordshire County ecologists. This could
indicate a reduction in the animals and plants of the area during the last six years but is

more likely, in my opinion, to simply reflect fewer reported sightings as we have all been

otherwise occupied. I am therefore minded to implement “Plan B” and continue the Lyonshall
Country Diary for another year, as some of you have requested, to see what additional

wildlife is added to the 2017 findings. This enables also year-on-year comparisons. Any

opinions on this ? And, assuming we do continue the Lyonshall Country Diary for another
year, any views on what we should do to improve it?
The December issue of the Lyonshall Country Diary will, of course, be written at the

beginning of January 2018, so may we take this opportunity to wish everyone reading this

A Very Merry Christmas and a
“Happy New Year” for 2018.

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS (verbal or photographic - gifted amateur or expert) are GRATEFULLY
RECEIVED at jcvqa@btinternet.com

