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Lyonshall Village Centre - over 100 years.
“July” – re-named from “Quintilius” [the 5th Month of the ‘Julian Calendar’ ] by the Roman
Emperor Augustus in honour of Julius Caesar (his Uncle) who was born on July 12th in the
seventh month of the ‘Gregorian Calendar’. This year, as in many previous years, July was
”all about the weather” and the two days in the month which traditionally predict the English
weather for the following weeks – July 1st and July 15th (St. Swithin’s Day) - were both warm
and dry; characteristic of the month this year:

“If the First of July be rainy weather,
‘Twill rain more or less for four weeks together”.
----------------------“St Swithin’s Day, if it dost rain,
For forty days it will remain.
St Swithin’s Day, if thou be fair,
For forty days “twill rain nae mair.”
Anon.

This warm weather has induced widespread somnolence! I have certainly found it difficult to
spur myself into tackling even the most urgent problems; the less urgent are waiting for
some rainy day. Meanwhile I was rightly rebuked a few days ago for fretting about wilting
garden plants and limited water supplies instead of just enjoying the sunshine. So I shall put
my feet up for the time being, in the belief that when this wonderful weather passes I shall
be able to distinguish between “can’t change it” and “can’t be bothered” and act accordingly!

“Live in each season as it passes: breathe the air, drink the drink, taste the fruit.”
Henry David Thoreau 1817-1862. (American Poet & Philosopher).

Good advice from one of the world’s greatest natural philosophers – but not always so easy
to follow.
The month in general
It is apt that Anglo-Saxon names for the month include Heymonath (the month of

haymaking) and Maedmonath (the month of meadow flowers). It has been good to see a
little haymaking, albeit by modern methods, and a few patches of flowering meadow-land,
even though Lyonshall doesn’t currently enjoy the expanses of carefully-conserved
meadows which can be found elsewhere in the County.
Generally July continued in the same spirit as June. Again there has not been much activity
among the birds and mammals; they have appeared during the cooler mornings and
evenings but have been seen very little during the middle of the day. Insects have been a
little more plentiful but fish very scarce (judging by newspaper reports of the challenges
presented by drought and the lack of any sightings reported by contributors). As to the
flora, in my estimation by the end of July we were about a month ahead of most years, with
just a few late summer/early autumn flowers in fields and hedgerows and the first nuts and
berries ripening on trees and shrubs. Will the berries all have fallen before the birds need
them in the coming winter? I don’t know but I shall certainly be keeping plenty of bird food
in stock in readiness for October/November.
Flora
Trees and Shrubs
As evidence of the early onset of Autumn fruiting, the photo below shows a beautiful display
of Rowan berries which by the end of the month of July were widespread in the Parish.

Rowan berries © Simon T.
The Elder trees / bushes are also coming into fruit and will be fully ripe by the end of
August unless something totally unforeseen occurs. The Grey Squirrels are helping
themselves to the Hazel nuts and taking their first bites out of the apples, usually leaving a
gnawed half-apple on the ground. Do squirrels get “tummy ache”? They deserve to! “Serve

`em right” for not, at the very least, waiting until the apples are ripe! Crab apples, Cider
apples and the domestic apples are all doing well now after a slow start in the wet, cold
Spring but around most of The Parish the Bullaces, Sloes, Wild Cherries and other members
of the ‘Prunus’ family are not yet showing any fruit. I hope they will confound me with a late
crop in September or October but I’m not banking on it. 2018 may be a poor vintage for
“sloe gin”. 
Otherwise it’s not good news. There have been no new Lyonshall trees or ‘Ancient
Woodland’ registrations with ‘The Woodland Trust’ (see June issue of the Lyonshall Country

Diary) that I am aware of. And the only other tree photograph that we have received is of
Ash dieback within the parish. There are probably many more trees affected than we have
noticed so far.

“Ash Dieback” –note the dead tree-top- © Simon T.
Ash dieback is caused by a fungus, Chalara fraxinea or Hymenoscyphus fraxinea. If, like me,
you aren’t entirely sure how to recognise the symptoms, the best clues given by The
Woodland Trust are:
•

It’s easier to recognise in summer when the trees are in leaf.

•

Saplings have dead tops and side shoots

•

In mature trees dieback shows as bare twigs and branches in the crown, often with
bushy growth further down the branches.

More detailed “technical” guidance is available from ‘The Woodland Trust’ and from The
Forestry Commission. The disease is spread by fungal spores dispersed by the wind and on
fallen Ash leaves. Anyone who thinks they have spotted the disease is asked to inform The
Forestry Commission using their “Tree Alert ” reporting tool accompanied by three digital
photos.
Many trees and shrubs are showing the effect of drought, with leaves turning brown, orange
or yellow and some early leaf-fall. However most will probably recover over time.
Smaller Plants
Even among the wildflowers the signs of early-onset-Autumn are apparent, as in this
attractive photo of Cuckoopint (Lords-and-Ladies or Arum maculatum) berries and these
photos of Burdock (Arctium lappa) in flower.

Cuckoopint © Isobel H.

Wild Burdock © Simon T.

Whereas the Cuckoopint is mildly poisonous, the much-less-appetising Burdock is listed as
an edible and medicinal plant! Upon further investigation, it seems its roots and stem can be
peeled and eaten as a vegetable and its root really was used to make “Dandelion and

Burdock” from the Middle Ages to the 1960s. I could never picture the recipe behind
Dandelion and Burdock as a child when I drank copious amounts of the stuff and I somehow
doubt whether today’s commercial ‘pop’ makers use genuine Burdock (or Dandelions) in
their brew – but I may be doing them an injustice! Call me a stick-in-the-mud but I don’t
think I’ll be eating Burdock any time soon; as to its medicinal properties, - it’s alleged to be
good for the liver - I urge caution unless you have an expert knowledge of herbal remedies.
For myself, I’ll stick with “Big Pharma” when necessary.

Other wildflowers have come and gone rapidly or wilted without flowering in the summer
heat. The list of “sightings” is down on July last year and there has been nothing remarkable
among those seen or reported to me.
Fungi, Moss and Lichens
One of the great joys of fungi is that they spring up where they are least expected! I had
seen no new fungi at all and none had been reported so expected July 2018 to be a fungifree issue until I moved the chickens’ water trough which sits close to the base of a
Wellingtonia tree – and discovered underneath something that looked exactly like a small
ochre-coloured sponge! I poked it with my finger somewhat gingerly and it felt like a
sponge, though a bit more rubbery and it didn’t disintegrate. From the reference books, this
is undoubtedly a Coral Fungus (Ramaria abietina) “occasionally” found by the roots of
conifers. Some online photos do make it look like coral but our small specimens (I found a
second piece nearby) are far less glamorous. It is welcome nonetheless. “Generally
considered to be inedible”, its very similar cousin coral fungus (Ramaria botrytis) is
poisonous, so I shall not be adding any Coral Fungus to a stew...

Coral Fungus [Gomphaceae].
No news regarding mosses or lichens.
Fauna
Mammals
It has been another “thin” month for mammals. Rabbits continue to play in the early
mornings and evenings, rats and squirrels put in desultory appearances and we have a fresh
outbreak of molehills. Apart from these I can only follow up on the solitary deer I reported
as a “Stop Press” in June. I can now identify it as a Roe Deer and have not seen the deer itself
since July 6th. However eleven days later a small, neat pile of shiny black “poo” appeared
close to a lightly-wooded path by the old railway track – evidence that a deer, possibly the
same deer, had passed that way recently.

Deer Droppings (pellets).
In case anyone is studying such things and for the information of the ‘poo’ vigilantes, this
little heap didn’t smell, didn’t seem to attract flies and gradually dried up and disappeared
over about 10 days – in much the same way as rabbit droppings do (but these were larger!).

Birds
As mentioned previously, during July there were not many birds visible during the heat of
the day but the sparrows, finches, tits, Robins, Nuthatch and Great Spotted Woodpecker all
appeared on the feeders from time to time in the cooler hours, especially earlier in the
month when some of them such as the House Sparrows may have been hatching a second
brood. The smaller birds might have visited the water bowls carefully put down for them but
I rarely saw any drinking or bathing (other than the Wood Pigeons), so either there is more
water in nearby pools than I thought (although there have been no ‘water birds’ all year) or
one of our Lyonshall neighbours has a better class of birdbath!
Throughout the month there were plenty of Blackbirds around in the mornings, plus Crows,
Jackdaws and Magpies.
The birds of prey were seen occasionally during July and heard more often, particularly the
Tawny Owls and the Buzzards. “Our” Tawny Owl was spotted just once – flying in midmorning from a group of trees to the solitary tree in the newly-mown “Fishpool Meadow”
where it perched for a while before moving to a nearby telegraph pole, obviously hunting in
the now much shorter grassland. I was startled one afternoon to walk up the sloping ramp
by the side of our house and find myself almost at eye-level with a young Buzzard quietly
eating a Brown Rat [Rattus Norvegicus]. The Buzzard flew off, leaving the rest of its late
lunch behind, but seemed relatively undisturbed by my presence. How enormous these birds
seem in the setting of an English country garden! Of course, I didn’t have my camera!
I am indebted to a contributor for the only good bird photo we have for July – this beautiful
iridescent Jay.

Our “most colourful crow” © Isobel H.
Jays never come to the bird feeders and visit our gardens very rarely – perhaps once or twice
a year – but someone elsewhere in the Parish may be luckier or even know where they nest.
Like Magpies and Carrion Crows they are reviled for stealing eggs and killing hatchlings, of
course, but that’s ‘nature’. They are not substantially different from us in their breakfast
habits, really, except that they don’t boil their eggs and serve them with toasted soldiers!
Insects and Invertebrates
In June I reported a shortage of butterflies. July hasn’t exactly compensated. There were far
more species around, although still fewer than last year, but in very small numbers – just
the odd one or two – except for the three varieties of “Cabbage White” – the Large White,
Small White and Green-veined White. They have been dancing in the sunshine all month,
particularly after the brief showers, in gardens, fields, the cider orchards and by the
roadside. For the first time ever, ‘Lyonshall Nursery’ complains, that their caterpillars are
munching their way throughout the poly-tunnels – “I have not known a caterpillar explosion
so concentrated, affecting a wide range of hosts!” It is difficult to tell one white butterfly
from another when they are in flight, slightly easier when they are at rest:

The ‘Large White’,
a ‘Small White’ & a ‘Green-veined White’
Other butterflies caught on camera in July were a Gatekeeper, Small Copper, Common Blue,
Speckled Wood and one Peacock [sadly deceased and rescued from a spiders web]:

‘Gatekeeper’.

‘Small Copper’ © Sarah C..

‘Common Blue’ © Sarah C.

‘Speckled Wood’.

The deceased ‘Peacock’.
Some of these obligingly flew into our Garden Room to have their photos taken.
Not caught on camera but seen and reported were a pair of ‘Ringlets’ (one of each gender),
a ‘Holly Blue’, a ‘Tortoiseshell’, ‘Red Admirals’, a ‘Comma’ and one single ‘Fritillary’ (which
didn’t sit still for long enough to be identified more precisely).
As you know, there are comparatively few species of butterflies in the UK but there are over
2,500 species of moths! Some are large enough to be easily identified, brightly coloured and
flying in daytime, but others are more elusive, tiny and not easily recognised as moths at all.
I am very grateful to Tony Hunter, Assistant Curator (Entomology) at ‘The World Museum’ in
Liverpool for identifying two such moths which flew into Lyonshall this month – the
exquisite little ‘White Plume Moth’ (Pterophorus pentadactyla) which settled on a duvet cover
for a while and the elegant ‘Common Footman’ (Eilema lurideola) which visited The
Lyonshall Nurseries. Neither presents any threat to our crops or gardens – the Plume Moth
caterpillars feed on bindweed and the ‘Footman’ caterpillars on lichens, Hawthorn,
Blackthorn and brambles. (The “pentadactyla” of the Plume Moth refers to the fact that each
wing is divided into 5 fringed “fingers” – it is well worth looking up on the internet for a
larger view.)

The ‘Plume Moth’.

The ‘Common Footman’ © Simon T.

I am pleased also to add photos of two familiar insects photographed in Lyonshall in July, a
Crane fly (“Daddy-Long-Legs”) and a Common Green Grasshopper; one of the main aims of
this “Country Diary” is to show the wide range of wild fauna and flora in The Parish, not just
to record the rare or unusual visitors...

‘Crane Fly’.
‘Common Green Grasshopper’ © Sarah C.
... in which vein I can also record Ants, Bumble Bees, Shield Bugs, very few Hoverflies and
one solitary ‘7-spot’ Ladybird.
Fish, reptiles and amphibians
As mentioned earlier, no aquatic sightings were reported in July. The only amphibian seen
was early in the month when a toad hopped away grumpily from its shady resting place
under a common ‘Buckler Fern’ after being disturbed by my dog on her evening walk.
Lyonshall Weather in July

July started as a “scorcher ”. After a very dry and hot June it got hotter and dryer! The first
ten days saw a maximum temperature of over 39.6c in direct sunlight and over 27c in the
shade. [39.6 Celsius = 103 Fahrenheit. 27c = 80.6 F]. We had no rain at all for the first 11
days and what we had thereafter was not nearly enough for our rural farming community to
thrive on. In 2017 we had over 57.00mm of rain. This year it was barely 40.00mm and over
half of that (26.5mm) fell over the three days at the very end of the month. “Murphy’s Law”
ensured that the best “Total Lunar Eclipse” for years was on one of our very rare cloudy
nights! The morning temperature (in the shade) fell to below ‘average’ on 3 days only, so
the average July 2018 temperature was 18.7c as opposed to 16.7c over the past 30 years.

Lyonshall Nature, 2018 and beyond
There is always something to be seen in the countryside around Lyonshall – sometimes
birds, sometimes trees, sometimes wildflowers etc – it varies from month to month. In July
this year the insects were perhaps the main source of interest. That is the beauty of our little
patch of England and that is what the entomologists were so impressed with way back in
2011, which now seems like a lifetime ago! Plus the fact that here the natural world is not
“preserved in aspic” in one ‘designated’ corner of The Parish, as with conservation projects
elsewhere [useful though these are], but extends right into the heart of The Village and its
many hamlets; wherever you live it is accessible on foot or even just by looking out through
your windows! There is no need to make a special journey or to take your vehicle out onto
our already-congested roads. So those who don’t drive, including the very elderly and the
very young, can share in the enjoyment. There are a myriad of rural trails & ‘rights of way’
(“Permissive Paths” and “Bridleways”) for the dedicated walker to enjoy – and many do.
Its very closeness to nature is one of the reasons that make Lyonshall an unspoiled and
“special” place to live or to visit. We are so lucky to be able to care for and to protect it, to
enjoy its natural diversity and share it with others.
ALL CONTRIBUTIONS (verbal or photographic, amateur or expert) GRATEFULLY RECEIVED at

jcvqa@btinternet.com

FURTHER JULY IMAGES FOR 2018.

Ripening Plums.

Foraging Crows.

Rampant wildflowers.

Contented cattle.

“What’s Not to Like?”

