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   View from ‘Penrhos’ looking north over the ‘Standing Corn’ & over the ‘Arrow Vale’ into Wales.  

 

I am delighted to report that we have so many wonderful photos of Lyonshall wildlife this 

August that I could just label them all and save myself a lot of writing time! But that would 

be to miss out on fascinating information, unusual stories and even some life-cycle 

sequences – all contributing to the exceptional biodiversity of The Parish on which the 

professional ecologists remarked 8 years ago. As readers of previous issues of this Diary will 

know, I’ve been concerned about how much we seem to have lost; however, this issue will 

celebrate how much we still enjoy! So I shall depart from my usual format in order to get in 

every picture and every fact or comment I can without turning this issue into a special 

edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica.  ☺ 
 

In the spirit of keeping the text short, I’ll start with a quote which appears under 

“August”, with its implications of heat, in the reference books: 

“Someone’s sitting in the shade today because someone planted a tree a long time ago.” 

 

Before you shrug that off as the remark of yet “another tree-hugging weirdo”, it was said by 

Senator Warren Buffett, a super-rich American businessman and “one of the most successful 

investors of all time”.  Advice for some to think for the future or simply demonstrating that 

concern for nature and great wealth are not mutually exclusive? Either way, it’s a welcome 

comment from a much unexpected source. 

Fauna 

Let’s start with a Mammal, the first wild mammal picture I’ve had for months and it’s not a 

Rabbit, a Rat or a Squirrel (all of which are, however, abundant)!  I was delighted to receive 

this beautiful photo of a Hedgehog, currently living in the heart of our Village. It is good to 

know that despite the alarming drop in numbers we have at least one (and possibly a 

number of members of a small ‘snuffling’, ‘scrabbling’, ‘secretive’ family) living here still. 

 

 
 Hedgehog in the Village © David G. 



I have no idea what makes some mammals more loveable than others but Hedgehogs 

definitely come high up on the cuddly scale – and it’s certainly not because they are easy to 

handle! They are a haven for ‘fleas!   Bbbzzzzzzz !!     No other mammals have been reported 

or photographed yet, so let’s move ‘swiftly’ on to the birds.   No pun is intended!  ☺ 

 

Birds 

Last month I spoke of “Fluffy”, the large, young Buzzard inhabiting the nearby building site 

and so-called because her chest feathers were still very downy.  We have now decided that 

Fluffy  is female because she is somewhat larger than another young Buzzard, the Stepstile 

Buzzard,  who obligingly posed for this excellent photo in mid-August [not long after Fluffy 

was seen again, shedding her downy feathers as she flew away]. This is probably a male 

“Pale Variant” i.e. slightly lighter in colour than most Buzzards (but every bit as handsome!) 

 

 
‘Young’ Buzzard © Robert T. 

It is possible that they are brother and sister from the same brood. One or both remained 

around throughout the month, circling and ‘screaming’ in the sky above the village and the 

orchards and also reported from “up the road” above the Lyonshall Nurseries. Red Kites and 

a Heron were seen in the same area. 

Also at Lyonshall Nurseries, safely tucked away from predators in “a pallet of pots” in one of 

the glasshouses, was this Blackbird. The nest was built in a plant pot lined and bound 

together with lots of material from the nursery. There the parent Blackbirds had three 

offspring, which all fled the nest on August 3rd; these were possibly the second or third 

brood of the year, since Blackbirds will lay more than once in the same nest.  Well, if you’ve 

got a warm, safe and comfortable nest, why move? 

 

 
                                                                           ‘Baby’ Blackbird © Simon T. 

... unless, of course, you’re a migrant bird and flying away at the end of summer is what you 

do. It was sad to hear of Swallows and Martins gathering on the wires above the Nurseries 

on the last day of the month – over 100 is our contributor’s estimate. However there is one 

small consoling factor – they did come back to Lyonshall in the spring and therefore may 

well come back in spring 2020.  I myself saw very few of the summer migrants – just one or 

two Swallows and Swifts, no Martins – in the village this year but they were obviously 

elsewhere in the Parish. 

 
Swallows & House Martins “Ready for The Off ” © Simon T. 



Amphibians  

Amphibian reports from two sources this month. (I tend to think of amphibians as being 

more visible in the spring when they spawn; I’m obviously completely wrong!). Frogs, Toads 

and Common Newts are reported from the Nurseries, the latter in the poly-tunnels which 

shows they’re not stupid! I am also told that “Frogs don’t like being watered”!  

And from a village garden beside the Curl Brook we have pictures of a Common Frog, a 

Common Toad and a Palmate Newt [from above and the distinctive underside]. 

 

     
        Common Frog.                  Common Toad.                                    ‘Palmate’ Newt (Male).     © David G. 

The Common Frog (Rana temporaria) eats insects and invertebrates and has a great capacity 

to jump out of the way when threatened, as my terrier discovered to her surprise!  The Toad 

(Bufo bufo) is “the gardener’s friend” because of its great appetite for slugs and snails. Did 

you know they tend to migrate to their breeding pools en masse on St. Valentine’s Day? The 

Palmate Newt (Lissotriton helveticus) is the smallest British newt, living in hedgerows and 

wet grassland outside the breeding season and hibernating underground. The one shown 

here is a male, distinguishable by the spots on its yellow belly and the vestiges of the black 

webbing it develops on its hind feet when breeding.        What a wonderful world we live in! 

 

No other reptile or fishy news this month but lots of interesting insects: 

Insects 

To start with insects which breed in water – a dragonfly and a damselfly: 

First of these amazing photos is a Common Darter, a small dragonfly so called because it 

perches on twigs and fences and darts out to catch its prey. This one is a male. The second 

is of a Banded Demoiselle, also identifiable as male because it is metallic blue with 

distinctive “thumb-prints” on its wings (females are green). Both are insects which favour 

ponds and slow-moving water, both of which we have here in Lyonshall in abundance. 

 

                
                                  ‘Common Darter’ ©David G.             ‘Banded Demoiselle’ © Simon T. 

 

Then we have a range of bees: 

The Honey Bee is familiar. The White-tailed Bumblebee (Bombus lucorum) is quite common 

in our sort of environment – hedgerows, gardens, farmland – and recognisable by its white 

tail! (They’re known as “White Arsties” in Newcastle!). Far less common is this type of 

Cuckoo Bee (Epeolus cruciger – the Red-thighed Epeolus), widespread in the south of 

England but rarely found in the north, almost never in Scotland and never in Ireland. Its 

most important habitat, home to its host-bees and also a food source, is Ling (Calluna 

vulgaris) but, as the photo shows, it is equally at home at ‘Lyonshall Nurseries’ also! 

 



                             
                             Honey Bee,                           White-tailed Bumblebee          &     ‘Cuckoo’ Bee © Simon T. 

 

I would almost certainly not have noticed a small insect which fell on my kitchen floor one 

evening if it had not been bright emerald green all over! Its body-length was barely one inch 

although its antennae and rear legs were long, its wings were fine and delicate and, though 

unquestionably alive, it showed no great interest in running or flying away and eventually, 

after taking its photo, I scooped it up and put it outside as I would a butterfly!  We are now 

fairly sure that it was a very young female Common Green Grasshopper; I can’t even begin 

to guess which of the 30 or so UK species. 

The only ‘beetle’ pictured this month is a Four-banded Longhorn (Leptura quadrifasciata) – 

a smart, totally harmless creature whose larvae bore into the stumps of most common 

English trees, the adult beetle feeding mainly on umbelliferae. 

 

                     
                                              Common Grasshopper.                  Longhorn Beetle © David G. 

Butterflies! Now this is where the local variation really shows itself! Two contributors, both 

very experienced nature-watchers, commented on the butterfly population in Lyonshall at 

the end of the month. One told me “Not as many as had hoped”; the other said “Really good 

year for butterflies”.  I expect ‘Butterfly Conservation’‘  will give us a nation-wide tally in due 

course; in the meantime it’s a matter of localised personal observations. Photos below of old 

favourite natives – Brimstone, Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell butterflies... 

 

           
          ‘Brimstone’,               ‘Peacock’         & ‘Small Tortoiseshell’ © David G.      ‘Tortoiseshells’ © Simon T. 

...and of the much-discussed summer migrant, the ‘Painted Lady’ [below], expected in large 

numbers this year but not seen in huge flocks in Lyonshall. Maybe we’re too far west: we 

haven’t been fishing them out of our tea!  It’s interesting to have photos of the underside of 

the wings and of an older butterfly that is unlikely to make it back to Morocco this autumn. 

           
 Painted Ladies: © David G.       © Simon T.         © Sarah Cad.   “Elderly Lady” with nibbled wings!  © Simon T. 



‘Red Admirals’, ‘Ringlets’, ‘Gatekeepers’ (lots of them) and Large, Small and Green-veined 

’Whites’ and several small “Blue butterflies” have all been recorded. 

 

We also have photos of just two moths – the small but smart Common Footman and the 

aptly-named Willow Beauty.  Both moths can often be seen during the day, the Common 

Footman basking in the sun and the Willow Beauty resting on grey tree-trunks for 

camouflage , although both are also attracted to light at night. They and their caterpillars 

are all totally harmless by any definition, feeding on a variety of shrubs and wild flowers! 

 

                             
                             ‘Common Footman’. © Simon T.                ‘Willow Beauty’ © David G 

 

And finally in this section  – ‘Green Shield Bugs’! Yes, yet again!  – Because this time, thanks 

to a highly-skilled contributor, we have photos of them at different stages in their life-cycle:   

1. A cluster of mature Shield Bug eggs on the underside of an Alder leaf. 

2. A Shield Bug nymph emerging from one of them. [Note: the other eggs are hatching] 

3. (2nd instar ) Shield Bugs, i.e. new adults after their second moult, on the underside 

of a leaf of the same Alder tree. They look much more fearsome than they really are! 

4. The adult Shield Bug, as recorded in earlier [Spring] issues, after over-wintering. 

                      
1.  “Eggs”.           2. “Nymph emerging”     3. “Adolescents” © Sarah Cad.    4. “Adult”  ‘Stink Bug’ ! 

 

Gnats,  Horse-flies, Hoverflies, Spiders, Wasps and Wood-lice – all the “usual suspects” were 

seen in August but none in excessive numbers or unusual circumstances, so I shall leave 

“Fauna” and move on to our “Flora” and Fungi. 

 

Flora 

 

Small Plants 

I was pleased – and somewhat amused – to see our fellow ‘Herefordian’ Monty Don on TV 

last week showing how to plant little white Cyclamen. I heartily endorse his recommendation 

of this hardy plant which comes up in increasing numbers and unexpected places all over 

my “garden” every year, marking the start of Autumn. I don’t know who (if anyone) planted it 

in the first place – it must have been at least 20 years ago – so I now claim it as “wild”. And 

oddly enough, when we first came here 12 years ago, the small groups of Cyclamen were all 

purple; the white ones only appeared two or three years ago; now purple and white are 

spreading at about the same rate. (It has double value, too, because when the flowers die 

back their pretty leaves appear and make excellent ground-cover.) 

 

 



             
  Wild ‘White’ & ‘Purple’ Cyclamen in Lyonshall. 

 

Another unexpected plant which popped up by the roadside in August was an Opium Poppy, 

Papaver somniferum, (or, as we are now urged to describe them, a “Breadseed ” Poppy, just 

in case the local ‘druggies’ are tempted to harvest our gardens). I have known this plant in 

various places since my Yorkshire childhood and Wikipedia reckons it “has become 

naturalized extensively in all regions of the British Isles”; this doesn’t explain why it should 

suddenly turn up in Lyonshall where I haven’t seen it for four or five years and only then 

under careful control in a neighbour’s garden. Different varieties have different levels of 

alkaloids in them and Wikipedia makes an interesting comment that breeding these poppies 

is therefore subject to a tug-of-war between the pharmaceutical industry, who want 

maximum alkaloids, and the food industry who want minimum alkaloids. Advice to 

‘Prospective Commercial growers’:– Proceed with legal caution!   ☺ 

 

          
                                                        The ‘Opium Poppy’       &       ‘Woody Nightshade’. 

Yet another of the more interesting plants to come into flower in August is Woody 

Nightshade (Solanum dulcamara), an attractive little climber which rambles through our 

hedges. I have been unable to discover where the sinister name “nightshade” originated. 

“Woody” Nightshade is not particularly woody and is only very distantly related to the 

seriously poisonous  Deadly Nightshade (Belladonna), although I wouldn’t recommend 

eating the berries. Other members of Woody Nightshade’s extended family will be found in 

the vegetable racks of every supermarket – potatoes, tomatoes, peppers, aubergines! You 

will recognise the shape of Woody Nightshade flowers if you grow any of those!   

 

Side-tracking slightly – ‘Woody Nightshade’ is an “invasive problem weed” in North 
America. You may have heard the BBC TV broadcast this month naming the cost of the 5 
main invasive plants in the UK at £1.5 billion per annum!  Worst of these is, of course, 

Japanese Knotweed, then there are wild Rhododendron (not much of a problem in 
Lyonshall), Buddleia, Giant Hogweed and Himalayan Balsam.    Himalayan Balsam 

occupies about 13% of UK river banks but:   
Members of the “Go Wild in the Curl” group have been working hard to eradicate 

Himalayan Balsam along the banks of the Curl Brook and are making great 
progress, with far less in the Lyonshall/Pembridge area than previously recorded.   
The aim is to clear it away completely so please inform them if you see any patches 
and/or get involved.  It is hard work but not a bad way to spend a few sunny hours! 

 
 



Talking of invasive weeds, shown below is a common “nuisance weed of cultivated land”, the 

Persicaria maculosa  or “ Redshank” which is actually rather pretty with red stems, pale pink 

flowers and blotched leaves; it’s not too difficult to get rid of, if it’s important to you. And 

last month we showed pictures of the Welted Thistles (as opposed to the less common 

‘Spear Thistle’) which are a menace to farmers.  Menace or not, the following photo of ‘Welt’ 

Thistledown is a work of art: 

 

                 
           ‘Persicaria’          or       “Redshank”.            ‘Welted Thistledown’ © Isobel H.         The ‘Spear Thistle’. 

 

Trees  

I am trying to keep this issue of the Diary as positive as possible so, just briefly: 

o We hold another photo of Ash Die-back in the village and a very knowledgeable 

contributor believes – as I do – that it is more widespread this summer than last. 

o A Rowan Tree near the old railway track-bed is almost certainly a victim of Honey 

Fungus which has been prevalent around its base on and off over several years. But 

the tree is quite old and there’s nothing we can do to save it now, so we might as 

well be philosophical about it.   It is “old, so old, and it soon must die”.   

              
                                                            Rowan Berries        &    a ‘Honey Fungus’ attack in same tree! 
 

o This magnificent but completely dead tree near Lynhales Hall’s pool is/was a Horse 

Chestnut. Unfortunately our Parish Tree Warden couldn’t get close enough to the 

trunk to identify the cause with any certainty as yet. Desk research suggests it might 

be yet another tree disease – Bleeding Canker – which has “increased dramatically” 

in the UK. However, again there is no cure so philosophical acceptance is necessary. 

 

 
          The dead  Horse Chestnut © Isobel H. 

 

Had enough gloom?  Me too!  Let’s have some good tree news – please! 
: 



• The Beech trees are laden with beech-mast this year – it is a “Mast year” when 

certain trees bear a bumper crop. More of this in September when we shall see what 

progress has been made and review all the berries, nuts and acorns too. 

 

 
Beech mast – Aug 2019. 

• And last but far from least, “Isobel’s Oak” in August, looking superb and it has been 

registered as a “Vintage Tree” with ’The Woodland Trust.’  Thanks essentially to our 

“Lyonshall Parish Tree Warden”.  It is well over 400 years old after all an “Elizabethan”. 

 

 
“Isobel’s Oak” – August 2019. 

Fungi,  

Last month I promised to “try harder” in the search for fungi. No great effort was required! 

Herewith a random selection: 

1. “Pear Rust” (Gymnosporangium sabinae – what a mouthful!) which causes bright 

orange spots on the leaves. There is minimal damage to the trees or fruit, “removal 

of heavily infected pear trees may do more harm than good” and fungicides are 

comparatively ineffective and not recommended if the fruit is to be eaten, so do 

nothing!    That’s my kind of fungus!  

2. Boletus mushroom, possibly “Penny Buns” but we’re awaiting expert confirmation. 

3. Hairy Curtain Crust (Stereum hirsutum) which grows on tree stumps – colours always  

variable but they are all quite decorative. However it is nearly as hard as the wood on 

which  it grows so  ‘edibility’ is out of the question.  Tough ! 

4. Agaricus Phaelolepidotus – mildly poisonous. 

5. Shaggy Ink cap – distinctive in shape and smell, very short-lived when growing in 

fields or on grassy waste ground as it quickly turns to the “ink” which gives it its 

name, but delicious to eat if you pick it and “fry it” for breakfast quickly enough. ☺ 

 

                      
 1. ‘Pear Rust Fungus’.      2 unknown Boletus .        3.‘Curtain Crust’ © Isobel.       4. Agaricus “Phaelolepidous’. 

 

And talking of eating.......... 

 



As well as the promise of the tasty ‘Ink Caps’, the bright white ball in the orchard looked 

from a distance like a golf ball; closer up it was the size of a cricket ball; really close up I 

thought “a Puff-ball” although it seemed unusually firm.  When I returned the next day, with 

the “edible Puff-ball” in mind for breakfast, it had opened out to a shallow-crowned 6” [inch] 

diameter “Horse Mushroom”:– It looks like a Mushroom, it smells like a Mushroom and it 

tastes like the finest mushroom you’ve ever eaten!  It made a delicious snack for two people. 

I’m so glad I didn’t pick it prematurely!  Even better tasting than a ’Shaggy Ink cap’!  

 

                 
5. Ink Cap © Sarah C.     Baby Horse Mushroom to - ‘Adolescent’     to            ‘Old’            then      “Dead”! 

 

But the most interesting fungus of the month, though looking and smelling distinctly 

unappetising and definitely NOT edible, was the ‘Oak’ or “Weeping” Polypore (Inonotus 

dryadeus) discovered by our Lyonshall Parish Tree Warden at the foot of Isobel’s Oak. It is a 

bracket fungus which secretes an amber liquid from its upper surface. It may eventually 

cause “white rot” and decay of the tree trunk but that would be many, many years away from 

now. It is comparatively rare and it is a Protected Species  under Schedule ‘B’ of the Wildlife 

and Countryside Act, 1981. 

 
  ‘Oak Polypore’ Fungus. 

Lyonshall Weather in August 

 

 
 



Weather Report: 

 

August was a remarkable month in the UK due to the occasionally high temperatures recorded in the 

‘Official’ weather sites in England.  In fact our “unofficial” gauges here in The Village of Lyonshall 

recorded the higher temperatures [in direct sunlight] of 37.4c and 24.6c in the shade.  However, 

overall the mean average temperature [always taken at 09.00 am in the shade ] was just above the 

average for the past 30 years and it rarely fell below the expected average of 16.4c. 

Last year [2018] was a far gloomier month but the highest recorded temperature in ‘The Sun’ was 

38.6c.  Then again, the lowest temperature at 9am in 2018 was 11c as opposed to 16c this year!  

There are “lies, Damned lies and statistics”.  We must be cautious about which ones we believe in! 

At least it rained soon enough to encourage our crops and it was dry enough to allow the harvest. 

 

“Lyonshall Nature” – Our future. 
 

This issue of the Country Diary is over long [sorry ] – it is not my place here to rabbit on 

about the future of the wildlife in Lyonshall.  After all the “coneys” are relative newcomers to 

Lyonshall [since about 1290 AD – just over 700 years ago] in a Parish with a 1,200 year old 

recorded history.  However with the sense of purpose that always comes with the end of the 

holiday season and with the start of the new school year, it’s a good time to think about our 

Local Wildlife Sites [LWS], the ‘Ancient Woodlands’, the everyday exchanges that we have 

with the countryside around us and – to go back to my earlier quote from Warren Buffet – 

what we want for ourselves and our children in the many years to come. 

 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS (verbal or photographic, amateur or expert) GRATEFULLY RECEIVED at 

jcvqa@btinternet.com 

 

 
 

SOME OF THE PICTURES THAT MISSED THE CUT THIS MONTH. 

 

                          
Agaricus  [Poisonous]        “ Ash Dieback”[Deadly].       Horse Chestnut ‘disease’                        ‘Lilies’ 
 
 

 Monday, 30 September 2019 
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