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  Creden Hill.   Hereford City.    “The Golden Valley”   ‘Upper Spond Farm’.   Hay on Wye. 

 
 View over Herefordshire looking south from ‘Elsdon’ across Spond Lane © Jane Goodman   

HARVEST TIME IS HERE ! 
 

We expect so much of August!  Sun, sea and sangria! Or barbecued “bangers and beer”, 

according to your preference and budget....Whichever you choose the assumption is one of 

happy, outdoor enjoyment in the garden, in the countryside or on the beach, under blue 

skies or twinkling stars. W. H. Auden put it more poetically (as you would expect!) in 

describing The English in August in his poem:     “To a writer on his birthday”. 

 

Lulled by the light they live the dreams of freedom, 

Play leapfrog, enter cafes, wear 

The tigerish blazer and the dove-like shoe. 

 

Alas, twenty-twenty-one [2021] had a better excuse than previous Augusts for being a bit 

of a let-down and most of our “dreams of freedom” were thwarted. Going abroad was 

subject to a nightmare of travel restrictions such that many of us chose not to bother;            

“ Staycation ” ?   Cornwall or Snowdonia and other obvious holiday venues were seriously 

overcrowded; and home-based activities were threatened by indifferent weather, though 

thankfully here in Lyonshall the downpours and flash floods passed us by. 

So I shall “write August off” and look forward to September (always a more interesting 

month) but not before recording the sights and sounds of nature which we did have in 

Lyonshall this month, even though they won’t hit any headlines. Jane Goodman’s bucolic 

view south from ‘Elsdon ’ in the South West of our Parish, above, is a great place to start. 

 

Butterflies, Buddleias and Other Insect/Plant Combos 

 

I have been muttering for a month or two about the shortage of Butterflies, in particular 

Painted Ladies, this year. This is a national problem and nothing has happened to change 

this observation. However I can report that August was a little better and a few Painted 

Ladies belatedly put in an appearance and a solitary “bedraggled” one at ‘Holme Marsh’. 



A more elegant one at ‘Birches Farm’ HR5 3EY and a record five (5) at Lyonshall Nurseries 

HR5 3LN which arrived on the 22nd and was photographed a week later! Not exactly “clouds” 

of Painted Ladies but even one is better than none.  

 

                   
Painted Lady © S Cad.     Painted  Lady  & with Small Tortoiseshell ©Simon T,      ‘Butterfly Meeting Point”! 

It’s worth noting that the Painted Ladies photographed at The Nurseries by Simon were 

feasting on a white version of the well-known “Butterfly Bush”, the Buddleia, and shared the 

flower heads with Small Tortoiseshells which also put in a record appearance for this month 

- here 7 were seen simultaneously. How many can you see on the last photograph above? 

 

Peacock Butterflies were also enjoying the more-frequently-found   purple Buddleias at the 

Nurseries, as were Red Admirals – once again “better late than never”. 

 

              
    {Peacocks on Buddlea   © Simon T.   &    Red Admiral}.     Common Blue © Sarah C.    Brimstone © Nick S. 

I must admit to a very ambivalent attitude to Buddleias. In flower and en masse they can be 

glorious and I love their capacity to attract butterflies but my experience of planting them is 

mixed! Beautiful specimens in elegant colours have failed to grow where carefully placed 

while semi-wild, scrubby little purple plants set themselves in cracks or on railway 

embankments and thrive defiantly. There is one growing out of the old railway bridge 

buttress here and a new one which set itself two or three years ago which no-one could 

have planted and, equally, no-one can get rid of them without a disproportionate effort!  

Have you seen the sulphurous yellow variety? However they are a reminder that not all 

flowers are equally attractive to butterflies or other pollinators. Note the ‘Brimstone’ seen at 

‘Holme Marsh’ on a single-flowered  Dahlia (an “Unwin’s Dwarf” bedding Dahlia strongly 

recommended for attracting bees and butterflies); double-flowered Dahlias and similar 

multi-petalled plants make life too difficult for insect pollinators which are unable to reach 

their nectar. It is no coincidence that a photo of a worker Buff-tailed Humblebee received 

from Lyonshall Nurseries shows this insect is also busy on a single-flowered Dahlia. 

As to other pollinator/plant combinations, we were pleased to receive this fine picture of a 

‘Woodland or Hedge’ Hoverfly on Scabious and, to our surprise and delight, we realise that 

we received a similar photo last August of a different type of Hoverfly also on a Scabious!   

Have I threatened readers with a dissertation on under-valued Hoverflies?   OK- maybe not 

this  month! 



                                                  
                                      ‘Humblebee’ © Simon T.          ‘Woodland & Hedge ’ Hover fly © Simon T. 

I think the plant on which the Common Blue, above, is sitting is a Clover; I hope the 

photographer will forgive me if I’m wrong! This is likely as verges and grassland are its 

usual habitat. 

Just by way of a footnote, contributors in various parts of the Parish are of the opinion that 

the Bee and Butterfly counts improved in August but are still well below average. 

 

Non-pollinating Insects 

The role of night-flying moths in pollination is not so clear or so well-known. A study led by 

Dr. Richard Walton of UCL last year (2020) came to the conclusion that they have “... an 

important but overlooked ecological role. They complement the work of daytime pollinators, 

helping to keep plant populations diverse and abundant.” The same study found that 45% of 

the 838 moths tested were carrying pollen from 47 different plant species, including 7 

which are “rarely visited by bees, hoverflies and butterflies”. Was the only Moth whose photo 

we received this month among the pollen-carrying species? Without much deeper 

investigation and accurate identification, we can’t say. The photo is included here in case 

anyone has further knowledge on this subject. 

The ‘Skimmer’ dragonflies, which feed on small flying insects by day, play no part in 

pollination. It’s good to see dragonflies are flying in Holme Marsh, possibly hatched from 

their larvae near the ‘Curl ’ or ‘Sour ’ Brooks or one of the many neighbouring boggy areas. 

 

                                      
                     ‘Plumed Prominent Moth’ ©Simon T.       ‘Black tailed Skimmer’  Dragonfly [F] © Debbie S. 

 

One other reference to local insects this August also made me think. I am told that “feasting 

on rotting plums” and alongside Wasps – which I have seen many times on fallen fruit and 

which can be quite dangerous when drunk – were dozens of Red Admirals. Butterflies love to 

suck the sweet syrup of ripe fruit, which provides them with some minerals and 

carbohydrates and gives them a “health boost”; but why just Red Admirals and why are they 

unconcerned about Wasps?  Perhaps some local entomologist knows the answer ? 

 

Talking of fruit.... 

 

Other Plant News 



Autumn seems to have come early this year. On August 28th   (a few days after the Fruit 

Moon) a writer representing Forestry England commented on finding early Blackberries in 

Hampshire, by which time, thanks to an unexpected gift from a very kind and very secretive 

neighbour, we had already enjoyed two bowls of luscious Lyonshall Blackberries with cream 

carrying all the scent and sweetness we remember from our childhoods long ago ☺. And 

there are more on the banks and in the hedgerows ready for picking. The Hazel nuts have 

been eaten by squirrels and the Beech mast has fallen, to be scrunched underfoot. The 

Elderberries are almost ripe and most of the bright orange-red spikes of berries on the 

Lords-and-Ladies (Cuckoo-Pint or Arum maculatum) have been stripped and eaten by some 

creature or other. They are highly poisonous to humans but I have found one small 

reference to them being enjoyed by “small rodents” and there are plenty of Field Voles in 

their vicinity. 

Nothing to my knowledge eats Burdock burrs which, along with thousands of little “cleavers” 

are a menace to humans and dogs – I spend several minutes every day getting them off my 

own clothing and the dog’s rough-haired terrier coat after our early morning walks! 

 

                 
         Blackberries.              Elderberries.         ‘ Lords &Ladies’. (whole and stripped).    ‘Burrs’ © Simon T. 

The same newspaper article attributes the early onset of Autumn to “a soggy summer”, since 

South-East England has been particularly wet – “50%  more rainfall than long-term summer 

averages”, according to the Met Office.  However the National Climate Information Centre 

says that this summer was “drier and warmer than average...despite some of the wet, dull 

conditions we’ve seen in the southeast”. Confused?  You’re not alone! I think the apparently-

conflicting views show [a] that one has to be very careful to compare like with like and [b] 

there is quite a large range of weather and climate conditions even in this small island 

nation. The same article predicts a spectacular display of Autumn colour in the trees if we 

get “a dry autumn with warm sunny days and cool nights.” I suggest we just wait and see 

what happens! In the meantime, the Autumn fruits are early this year in Lyonshall. 

As to flowers, at the very end of the month the verges, hedgerows and untended fields 

began to display wild Cyclamen which, once the first plants have appeared, proliferate at an 

amazing rate. Although the traditional purplish-pink colour predominates, every year we 

see more and more pure white ones growing amongst them. To me, they’re one of the most 

welcome sights, appearing just as the summer flowers begin to fade. We can’t have too 

many.  Apparently their tiny seeds are dispersed by “ants”!    Who would have guessed that!    

                
                                                                Wild Cyclamen.                                         Black Nightshade. 



The only other plant newcomer to our bit of the Parish was christened “the Weed in the 

Wheelbarrow” as it appeared among some recently-planted lilies in an old tin wheel barrow 

commandeered as a rustic flower-bed. It’s fairly unexciting to look at but it has been 

identified as ‘Black Nightshade’ (Solanum nigrum) with typical solanum flowers like those of 

a tiny potato. The Solanums are an interesting family of plants, ranging from well-known 

fruit and vegetables like tomatoes and peppers to nightshades and other poisonous species. 

Nice to have one more for our Lyonshall ‘Wild Flora’ List !  [168+ and counting ! – to date] 

Otherwise, the August wildflowers in Lyonshall were “the usual suspects” – Fat Hen, 

Hogweed, Yarrow, Thistles and Teasels in full flower. The Teasels make attractive home 

Christmas decorations, whether used in their natural colour or sprayed silver or gold! 

 

Early Autumn?  It’s Fungi-time again ! 

The first few fungi of Autumn were back by late August. Nothing exciting, just a few 

Earthballs and White Dapperlings. And some Field Mushrooms, although only one or two for 

48 hours where last year there were dozens for more than a week but that is due, I think, to 

some fairly hefty agricultural disturbance of the soil, not the climate. Hopefully these are a 

promise of finer fungi to come ...They do enjoy being disturbed and “spread about a bit”! 

 

                                                    
                                                     Earthball.                        Dapperling.            Field  Mushroom. 

And so to Birds... 

Has the “early Autumn” idea caught on with the birds? I have had no reports of the summer 

migrants gathering on the telephone wires and power cables to leave us on their migration 

southwards but on the other hand not many Swallows, Swifts or Martins have been seen this 

year in Lyonshall anyway. Perhaps September will tell us why. 

Among the birds which definitely are still here, the Blackbirds and Magpies seem most 

prolific. The Blackbirds are mainly scurrying around under the bushes while enduring a 

summer moult; the Magpies, on the other hand, seem to have nests on either side of the 

A44 as they fly across the road most mornings! Robins are in full song and the Tawny Owl 

family are quite noisy at dusk.  Among the garden birds, some broods [the 3rd ?]  were still 

being hatched in mid-August, as this newly-empty August egg shell demonstrates and as 

evidenced by the many occasions on which tiny baby Blue Tits, Chaffinch fledglings and 

Green Finches have flown into the house and had to be carefully caught and redirected 

gently back to their natural homes!    

“Discarded Wood Pigeon egg shell”. 



Other bird sightings this August included a Great Spotted Woodpecker pecking 

determinedly, but ineffectively, at a telegraph pole; a young Buzzard circling over a meadow; 

and “our” Red Kites.  And just the one water bird – the first seen in many months - a 

Moorhen crossing the A44 towards ‘Penrhos Court’ ponds!   I hope it got home unscathed! 

 

Before leaving the subject of water wildlife, it might be sensible to mention the solitary 

Amphibian  sighting of this August – this handsome Common Newt, aka the ‘Smooth Newt’: 

 

   
A Common Newt © Sarah Cad. 

Common (“Smooth”) Newts breed in fresh water during the Spring and Summer and spend 

most of the rest of the year on damp grassland, feeding on insects, caterpillars etc.  

(Several of these Newts were recorded by the professional ecologists in 2011 prior to the 

Fishpools development but although they are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside 

Act of 1981 only Great Crested Newts can deter builders and those were not found on the 

site at the time, although they have been recorded elsewhere in the village subsequently.) 

 

We may have more news about fish in The Curl Brook following the forthcoming electro-

fishing survey to be conducted by the Wye and Usk Foundation – see below. 

 

Mammals 

Nothing new, exciting or unexpected has been seen and reported in August 2021 

concerning Lyonshall’s usual “Rogue’s Gallery” of Rabbits, Brown (Norwegian) Rats, Moles 

and Grey Squirrels!  Despite the occasional road-kill, the usual birds of prey and the best 

activities of my own and other people’s terriers, they all continue to thrive, to the chagrin of 

gardeners and nut-farmers. The Rabbits are even getting quite bold and just sit in the fields 

looking unconcerned by my terrier as though fully aware of the fence between them and us. 

 

 
          Rabbit Invasion! 

But there’s a tiny chink of light on the horizon – a Fox seen at ‘Penrhos House’ for the first 

time in 3 years and two rabbit carcasses left on the lawn one night. It would be unusual for a 

Fox to leave its ‘kill’ behind so these occurrences may or may not be connected and we 

should be looking out for a much nastier predator, Mink. However, one Fox sighting is 

encouraging for rabbit control.  



{ I saw the sleekest, most handsome and attractive Fox I’ve ever seen this August – jumping 

down from a fence in a LONDON  town garden!  “Urban Foxes”  are  just as controversial as 

rural ones, although for different reasons. } 

Another tiny chink – our first reported Bat sightings for a year or two - Pipistrelles “cleaning 

up insects” inside the poly-tunnels at the Nurseries during the late evenings.  

Coincidentally within a day or two of getting that message I also saw a Bat – solitary and 

flying just outside the house over the A480, probably a Pipistrelle but there was no 

opportunity to check.  I am told that Bats are roosting in the long dead ivy on our 

‘Wellingtonias’ [Redwoods] , ignoring the expensive bat-boxes made locally and purchased 

for them! 

I am still reluctant to draw conclusions about biodiversity in Lyonshall in 2021; let’s see 

what September brings. 

 

Perry Pear Trees near the Memorial Hall 

I am pleased to say that the technical hitch which caused problems with Isobel Hutton’s 

monthly survey of the ancient Perry Pear trees near the Memorial Hall has been overcome 

and Isobel was able to send us another lovely photo of these trees in August. I must ask her 

whether or not they have a crop of pears this year (or look myself) although the fruit are 

unlikely to be of interest to the growing Herefordshire ‘Perry pear’ industry. These trees are 

a living link to Lyonshall’s past when the Parish had far more cider and Perry orchards than 

it has now, many of them directly connected to local pubs and the many old ‘Cider Houses’. 

 

      
The last of the Perry Pear trees in ‘The Old Orchard’,  Lyonshall.  © Isobel H. 

 

Before the First World War [1914-1919 ] The Parish of Lyonshall had more than 8 Pubs, 

‘Cider Houses’ and ‘Ale Houses’.  The best known were “The George”, “The Maidenhead”, 

“The Greyhound’, ‘The Railway’, ‘The Ivy Bush’.  There were many more! 

 

Most of them had their own orchards and many of them grew “Perry Pear Trees”.  
These two trees are the last remaining in The Parish of Lyonshall as far as we can 

tell. 
Lyonshall Weather in August {HR5 3LL}. 

 

So much “tosh” has been opined in the media about weather in England in 2021.  All 

we can do is to tell you what we have recorded for www.bbc.weatherwatchers.com  

over the past 6 years.  Recorded every morning (with 2,356 photographs) at 9 am.  

http://www.bbc.weatherwatchers.com/


 
 

August has been a very boring month in Lyonshall.  The temperature has “flipped and 

flopped ” around the average that we might expect but, to be fair, just a very little below 

average.  It was never too cold and never too hot but we did have two or three “Summer 

Days”!  Sunshine was not as common but nor was the rain.  After the first dull week it was a 

very dry month.  We should have expected 65.0 mm of rain in August but this year it has 

been 45.2 mm in Lyonshall.  A bit on the dry side.  Yes it has been a bit “dull” and “dreary”.   

 

Action! 

The past eighteen months or so have left many of us very unsure of what is going on or 

what we might engage with locally. I am therefore pleased to be able to provide the 

following update: 

• ‘The Birches ’ reserve held a successful “wildlife artists” exhibition – I’m sorry we 

missed that but we didn’t know about it. Autumn plants and fungi, such as Autumn 

Crocus and Waxcaps fungi, are expected to be seen there soon. 

• Herefordshire Wildlife Trust  (Kington branch) will be holding “Outside only” events 

this winter – see their website for details. 

• Go Wild in the Curl  is about to complete its 5-year project. They have been working 

towards “moving farms to Net Zero Carbon” (Herefordshire deadline 2030, national 

deadline 2050). 

• The Wye and Usk Foundation  (in addition to the electro-fishing survey mentioned 

previously) are, as you would expect, heavily involved with the phosphates-in-the-

Wye issue. 

• The Native Black Poplar project continues and more cuttings are being planted [as 

are some ‘resistant’ Elm trees]. 



Add to the above the new wild-flower meadows and verges in the Parish such as the one at 

‘The Whittern’ shown last month and it becomes evident that there is more positive activity 

working towards improvement of our environment and biodiversity than is immediately 

obvious. 

Plantlife  also have a new campaign with which we could become involved – their 

Grasslands+ project in which they have got together with Butterfly Conservation  and The 

Bumblebee Conservation Trust  to get grassland habitats “given international protections at 

COP26 to mitigate the effects of climate change, increase biodiversity and ensure that these 

areas of natural beauty are preserved for future generations to enjoy”. For more information 

contact www.plantlife.org.uk 

 

So much going on! We can’t all be involved with everything but hopefully enough of us will 

be involved with something to keep Lyonshall on the natural history map. 

 

My personal choice for ‘Photo of the Month’. 

 

 
© Simon Thomas at Lyonshall Nurseries. 

 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS, verbal or photographic, amateur or expert, 

gratefully received at jcvqa@btinternet.com 
 

  

http://www.plantlife.org.uk/
mailto:jcvqa@btinternet.com

