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 ‘Landsat 9’ Satellite from NASA seen over Lewis Wych:  27th September 2021 @ 22:15 pm.  

 

   Photo © ‘Rubes Reeve’@ ‘Lewiswych’.       Photo ©’The Daily Telegraph’ @ Cumbria. 
 

We begin this month with a picture of the sky in our “Dark Skies” at Lewis Wych when the 

launch of an Earth observation satellite fleetingly lit up the night. It wasn’t launched in 

Lyonshall, of course, but some of our readers saw it from here and that’s what’s important. 

This little Diary is about what grows and lives in Lyonshall but it’s mainly about what we, the 

people of Lyonshall, can see, hear, smell, touch, taste, use or influence without making a 

special journey. We share the sky for many hundreds of miles beyond our parish! 

Note that I’ve added “taste, use or influence” to my list of subject-matter!  When I began this 

Diary nearly five years ago it was to be purely a record of the huge biodiversity of the Parish, 

mainly of sightings but with the occasional note on birdsong or scent. Now the fact that 

some creature or plant has not been reported or seen by us recently may mean that it has 

left the Parish or it may simply mean that it was noted a while back and is not considered of 

sufficient interest to justify reporting it again. This is not good for accurate record-keeping 

but is very sensible to avoid tedious repetition!  So the Diary has diversified. Three years ago 

we started to include Isobel Hutton’s fascinating month-by-month photographic studies of 

a particularly noteworthy feature of the Parish – this year the Perry Pear Trees in the old 

orchard. Now we are pleased to be adding Debby Emadian’s country recipes, based on 

seasonal products which can be foraged or easily grown in Lyonshall cottage gardens. 

“Taste, use, influence” – the latter should cover my occasional notes on environmental 

issues which are high on the national agenda now and have some local relevance which we 

can’t ignore and local projects such as “Go Wild in the Curl” which has now come to the end 

of its 5-year plan. This Diary is not a campaigning medium but designed for those who like 

the rural life which Lyonshall has to offer and want to preserve it as far as is practical. 

 

Let’s start this month with 

 

Birds 

I have not had reports of any unusual bird sightings or bird activity this September. The last 

of the summer migrants prepared to fly out. Not so many this year (as mentioned in 

previous issues) but I was pleased to receive this photo of “well over 200 Swallows” which 

stayed at ‘Holme Marsh’ for just one day mid-month before, presumably, setting off on their 

long journey south to Africa. 



 
Swallows ‘ready for launch’ © Nick & Debbie S. 

It is, of course, too early for the winter migrants to arrive. 

Significant numbers of Sparrows and Dunnocks were heard, rather than seen, in our 

hedgerows this month. This ties in with the House Sparrow’s nest found quite late, on the 

22nd September, and obviously only recently vacated.  Our impression is that there have 

been a lot of late fledglings this year, perhaps from third or even fourth broods. 

 

          
Sparrow’s Nest ‘photo’ on Footpath LZ10A & ‘Image’. 

 

Blue Tits are believed to have only one brood per annum but, as mentioned last month, we 

have had to guide a number of tiny baby Blue Tits (and a Greenfinch or two) out of the 

Garden Room so I wonder if the breeding habits of Tits are changing. Are the little resident 

birds in some way influenced by climate change and/or capable of predicting the winter 

ahead? 

Other birds seen, apart from the above and a lot of Blackbirds, Robins, Finches, Magpies and 

the ever-present Wood Pigeons, have included a Jay on a bird-table and Willow Warblers “on 

a moss-covered wall” from which they were probably picking insects.   

The Tawny Owls were heard calling along the railway trackbed on several evenings and 

occasionally during the day and have obviously enjoyed a Vole or two; like other Owls they 

are eerily quiet when they fly. Three Buzzards have also been calling to one another and 

feeding on Pigeons, Crows and Rabbits, judging by the scant remains left in the orchards. 

They seem to have had very little impact on the Rabbit population! Our Red Kites have been 

circling silently over the fields; the Jackdaws are busy scolding us as we pass; but little 

else... Curiously, while my impression and that of other observers in Lyonshall has been one 

of fewer birds in the village this year, reports from Weobley and from Pembridge suggest the 

exact opposite. I can’t help but wonder whether the felling of trees and hedge-cutting in 

Lyonshall in the Spring have been contributory factors but we don’t have scientific evidence 

for this. 

 

Of course, many birds eat Insects so when there are very few insects around there are liable 

to be fewer birds except near our ‘bird tables’ and ‘feeding stations’ .... 



Insects and Arachnids  

There is no local disagreement about the dearth of insects this year. There are quite a lot of 

Ants around, a few Earwigs and plenty of Woodlice under stones. But almost no Gnats or 

Midges although they may be yet to come. Greenfly and Blackfly have been plaguing 

gardeners, but not in the same numbers as usual. The various Bumblebees and Honey Bees 

found in the Spring have dwindled in number. Wasps abound, as they did in August, but 

there are still not many Hoverflies. Even my Ivy blossom which is normally buzzing with 

insect life on sunny days – Hoverflies, shiny metallic Greenbottles, Flies, Bees and small 

Beetles – has been quiet. The greatest number of Butterflies seen together was 3 and very 

few have been seen singly other than one or two Commas (one shown below on Ivy flowers), 

a solitary Red Admiral in the orchard and a few Speckled Woods and Gatekeepers. It’s a 

dispiriting picture but we can hope for more extensive findings next summer. 

 

 
‘Comma’ © Mike Ing. 

 

We did, however, receive two Moth caterpillar photos from different sources this month, one 

seen on Blackberry leaves which we have identified as an Elephant Hawkmoth and the other 

a Grey Dagger Moth (Acronicta psi) caterpillar; both are very fearsome beasts in close-up! 

The ‘Grey Dagger’ caterpillar was seen on an Apricot tree – a cut above its usual diet of Birch 

and Hawthorn! Whereas Elephant Hawkmoths are quite familiar in Lyonshall ‘Grey Daggers’, 

although not uncommon, are listed on the UK Biodiversity Action Plan  as having undergone 

a rapid decline due to “habitat change, pollution and the use of pesticides”. 

 

                           
   ‘Hawkmoth’ © Debby & Ahmad I.              ‘Grey Dagger Moth’ & 1⅓ x ‘Daddy-longlegs’ © Debbie & Nick S. 

 

I was also pleased to be sent a photo which is fortuitously quirky – the kind of thing you 

would never see if you were looking for it. This is a Daddy-longlegs Spider (a Cellar Spider, 

Pholcus phalangioides which translates as “squint-eyed and finger-like”) eating a 

`traditional’ Daddy-longlegs i.e. a Crane Fly !  I am told that it takes the Cellar Spider about 

a day, after which no trace of the Crane Fly remains. As an arachnophobe who isn’t keen on 

Crane Flies either I’m not sure how to react to this bit of arcane new knowledge!   

So let’s move on to: 



Mammals 

in particular Squirrels. There were young Grey Squirrels “everywhere” in September. I 

thought initially that they were just in our Wellingtonias, leaping from branch to branch, up 

the Beech tree and sometimes across to the trees on the other side of the A480 with 

impressive agility. They have also been demolishing the Hazelnuts, as I notice when I 

scrunch the shells under foot, and they sometimes enjoy a bit of spilt Grain around the hen 

run (the hens seem quite unfazed by them). However in ‘Holme Marsh’ they are feeding on 

Conkers and Pears and presumably, therefore, nesting somewhere among Horse Chestnuts 

or possibly larger Pear Trees. The orchard residents are nibbling on apples. And in 

‘Penrhos’, where they are also busy, they have quite a wide choice of food sources and sites 

for drays. Is this increase in the Grey Squirrel population due to the warm, dry weather for 

most of September?  The plenteous crop of Acorns? Or is there another reason which I 

haven’t yet discovered? 

Attitudes to Grey Squirrels are, of course, ambivalent and nut-farmers or Arboriculturists 

trying to grow young trees or protect the Red Squirrel population would be happy to trap or 

shoot them. Nevertheless I shall add here a little true story from about a fortnight ago: 

The Man in the White Car 
I was driving along Kington High St. towards the Co-op at about 8.30 one morning feeling 

vaguely depressed and grumpy [as one does ] when I noticed that the smart white car 

coming towards me was being driven extremely slowly. Puzzled, I looked at the driver who 

seemed to be a middle-aged businessman. Then I noticed that on the pavement beside his 

car a Grey Squirrel was running along as fast as its little legs could carry it and the car-

driver was obviously concerned lest it jump into the road and get squashed. We exchanged 

friendly grins as we passed and he brought a smile to my face for the rest of the day! Thank 

you, Sir, whoever you are!  

To my mind, there’s a fundamental difference between deliberately killing Squirrels to 

protect trees and crops and accidentally killing them when it could be avoided. Or am I just 

getting soft? 

 

I regret I have no other Mammal news this month, having run out of things to say about wild 

Rabbits, ‘Norwegian’ Rats and Moles. 

Amphibians, Fish and Reptiles 

Many of you will have read County Councillor Roger Phillips’s excellent summary of the “Go 

Wild in the Curl” project in his October Update and I cannot improve on that. I hope to give a 

bit more information about the Trout and the other fish found in ‘The Curl Brook’ in the 

electro-fishing survey carried out recently by the Wye and Usk Foundation when I get more 

details. i.e. in the October issue of this Diary. Meanwhile I am indebted to © Jennifer Hill for 

this portrait of another new Curl Brook valley resident  ☺ :     

 
                                                                                              'Common Frog'. 



Unfortunately I have no news from The River Arrow or reports from our various pools and 

ponds and I would be very grateful to anyone who lives near our river or has a pool on their 

land if they would update The Diary. For example I would be interested to know whether 

‘Lynhales Pool’ has now fully recovered from the heating-oil spill of 2 years ago?  And 

whether there are still Dippers and Kingfishers at Bullocks Mill? 

From my own observations I think ‘The Upper Fishpool’ is now so silted-up as to be devoid 

of fish and probably of most amphibians too. Over the last two or three years the amount of 

silt running into the Fishpool from the higher ground above the A44 and through The Broad 

Meadow and orchard seems to have increased dramatically for no obvious reason. However I 

shall look for frogspawn and newts next Spring...  

Enough of the Fauna! 

 

Plants, Berries and September Colour 

The colour of September is deepest RED !   I have often thought, and possibly mentioned, 

that certain colours predominate among wild plants at particular times of the year and I 

believe there is some scientific evidence for this but I’ve not yet investigated it. In Lyonshall 

the predominant colour in September was indeed RED as shown in the first leaves to change 

to their Autumn colouring, notably the Virginia Creeper, and more especially in the various 

berries. The photographs below were all taken in The Parish, most within a few feet of one 

another, during the last two weeks of the month. 

 

                  
     [1.]  ‘Parthenocissus’.                      [2.]   ‘Crataegus’.                         [3.]  ‘Lonicera’. 

                       
[4.]  ‘Rosa Canina’.              [5.] ‘Solanum’.        [6.] ‘Bryonia’.       [7.] ‘Arum’ © Isobel H.  

 

1. Virginia Creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia) and Boston Ivy (Parthenocissus 

tricuspidata) – vigorous climbing plants, not native but so well established in the UK 

to be “as good as”!  We have 3 (or is it 4 ?) varieties growing up ‘The Old Station’, 

including the two above named, which have slightly different leaves and turn slightly 

different shades of red and crimson. 

2. Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) must be one of the best-known and most durable 

small trees in Britain. There are pages and pages of folk-lore about it – leaves, 

blossom and fruit (“haws”). Although not much valued for edibility, the haws actually 

make quite an interesting jelly with a slightly bitter edge for use with meat. I wonder 

where I put that recipe ? 



3. Honeysuckle (Lonicera) – this is a wild variety with shiny red berries. Other varieties, 

have black berries. Most are mildly poisonous so it’s best to avoid eating them  - 

just settle for the scent on Summer evenings! 

4. Rose Hips  (Rosa canina) the berries of the wild “dog” roses are plentiful this year. 

People as old as me may remember extracting the little hairs in the centre of the hips 

for use as “itching powder” down some unsuspecting child’s back! They may also 

remember “rosehip syrup” sold to give us Vitamin C during the War. You will find 

modern recipes for it online but it’s an awful fiddle! 

5. Woody Nightshade (Solanum dulcamara) is a common small climbing weed, with 

purple and yellow “potato” flowers in the summer and these decorative berries in 

September. Though they look nice, the berries are poisonous to both humans and 

dogs so don’t feed them to Fido! 

6. White Bryony (Bryonia dioica) is another climber – “the only member of the Cucumber 

family native to England” – with fairly inconspicuous white flowers in Spring but 

these wonderful shiny berries in late Summer. They are probably poisonous since 

they are known as “poisoning berries” in Yorkshire. 

7. Lords-and-Ladies a.k.a. Cuckoo-Pint (Arum maculatum) – We couldn’t resist another 

photo of these berries which seem to be exceptionally ‘appetising’ this year.                     

Once again, PLEASE don’t eat them !    

 

Autumn will no doubt show a predominant colour-change to Orange. Meanwhile, just a few 

more “September” fruits – Grapes on two different vines and Cobnuts (Hazel Nuts). 

 

                                    
Grapes @ Debby & Ahmad’s.      @ ‘The Old Station’.      Cobnuts © Ahmad & Debby I.  

 

The first of the Grapes shown here are on a semi-wild [“feral  ”] vine which is thriving in The 

Village centre; its owners tell me they hope to make ‘Verjus’ from the fruit. The others are 

on a vine bought from Lyonshall Nurseries about 12 years ago which has produced a myriad 

of small bunches of black dessert grapes every year since then. I don’t think either is going 

to put the local vine-growers and ‘vintners’ out of business but they are attractive and tasty 

plants to have around.  The Cobnuts were on the Hazels close to The Kington Medical 

Centre HR5 3EA  and they are among the biggest and “best ever seen”. {“allegedly ” ! }   ☺ 

 

Regrettably, close to the Cobnuts on ‘The Headbrook ’, were more plants of the invasive 

Himalayan Balsam.   If there are any remaining in water courses near you, please “pull 

them up” and throw them away before they self-seed!  Don’t be fooled by their pretty pink 

flowers!                    They are a menace!  [More information available on request.] 

 



     
 Himalayan Balsam flowers © Debby & Ahmad I. 

Photo of the Month 
Finally, before I leave the subject of plants entirely, I am very grateful to Isobel Hutton for 

this photo of a “Thistle-head”, which shows how beautiful even the commonest wildflowers 

can be with our rolling West Herefordshire countryside as a backdrop.  “We are so lucky”! 

 

 
Thistle-head © Isobel H. 

Fungi 

 

Towards the end of September, after the rainfalls, more fungi began to appear. So far, they 

are all ones we have seen before regularly so I am just including photos of two of the more 

interesting ones – a Turkey-tail, which is quite common on dead wood but notable here 

because it has become bleached by the rain, and “King Alfred’s Cakes”, as black and 

“burned” as their name suggests - but definitely not edible!  There will be more in October. 

 

                 
                                                          Turkey tail Fungus.        King Alfred’s Cakes. 

 

The Perry Pear Trees near The Lyonshall ‘War Memorial’ Hall 

We are pleased to show the latest photo in our annual sequence of the old ‘Perry Pear’ trees 

near The Memorial Hall. These “ancient trees” in the old orchard are just beginning to show 

signs of the autumn to come.  Our thanks to Isobel Hutton, “Their Custodian”, once again. 



 
  Isobel’s Perry pears. © Isobel H. 

Lyonshall Weather in September 

 

An overview of September 2021 might suggest that it is best forgotten but:                

We had an ‘Indian Summer’ in the first week with record breaking temperatures 

[over 40C for a brief interlude] .  After that it all seemed to be a bit dull but in fact 

the first three weeks of the month all boasted above average temperatures.  Even at 

the end it was still above the “expected lowest temperature for a Herefordshire 

September”.  It was just all a bit boring but the hedges and trees thrived and the 

birds and small mammals kept on breeding right through the month.  “What more 

do you want?”  ☺ 

 

 
 

IT WAS NOWHERE NEAR AS BAD AS YOU THOUGHT IT WAS ! 

 



Recipes, Action, Comments. 
Recipes: 

 

Let me draw your attention to “The Wild Table” attachment which gives the first of Debby 

Emadian’s delicious locally-sourced recipes. I think this is going to be a very enjoyable 

monthly addition to the ‘Lyonshall Country Diary’ and I hope many of our local Cooks and 

adventurous Chefs will try them. I certainly will. And many of the ingredients are “FREE”!  ☺ 

What’s NOT TO LIKE ! 

Action: 

In August I listed some of the local projects and wildlife or environment related activity with 

which we might get involved – ‘Birches Farm’, Plantlife campaigns, tree-planting etc. I have 

nothing to add to that list for October but hope we will all have an interesting and enjoyable 

month and I shall “keep my ear to the ground” (Ouch!)  for anything new going on.  

Meanwhile ... 

 

Comment: 

This is an appeal for logic and co-operation in activities which cross borders! It is 

particularly important here in the Marches where the administrative border between England 

and Wales is significant and differences have been aggravated by pandemic restrictions. 

Bureaucrats love borders. Every action can be pigeon-holed into the responsibility of X, the 

budget of Y – job done, all neat and tidy! Nature, however, doesn’t work that way. Wild 

animals roam freely across woods and fields, birds fly back and forth between counties, 

countries and continents, plants are concerned with soil and climate not political geography. 

So sometimes it’s necessary to “state the obvious”!  Water, particularly as evidenced in rivers 

and streams, is no respecter of paper limits. That trickle of water rising on ‘Plynlimon’ will 

end up 150 miles later via the River Wye in the Severn estuary at Chepstow, after forming a 

National  boundary, crossing several counties and mixing with water from umpteen 

tributaries including the Rivers Arrow and Lugg en route, whether officials like it or not.  

That is why “catchment area” is more relevant than any Parish, County or National limitation. 

This September we’ve had two examples of “catchment area” issues regarding the Wye – one 

bad, one good: 

• The bad – a petition concerned with pollution in the River Wye in Herefordshire was 

initially rejected by central Government on the grounds that it rises in Wales...This is 

not the first cross-border confusion we’ve heard of; let’s hope it’s the last! 

• The good – the “Go Wild in the Curl”  group concerned itself with the whole 

catchment area of the Curl Brook irrespective of parish and can report success in 

reducing pollutants flowing into our little Lugg/Wye tributary, provide a study of the 

stream’s fish stock and wildlife and give a basis for environmental and habitat 

developments to come. 

Why am I wittering on like this? Because in my view we have to effect a balance between 

what we do for nature in Lyonshall and what we should do to help wildlife world-wide i.e. 

where a small local action may make a difference and where world-wide ambitions are just 

too great to encourage participation.  I doubt whether I will ever resolve that issue to my 



own complete satisfaction but meanwhile the catchment area concept, supported by cross-

border co-operation, is a useful starting point. 

 

We started this issue of the Lyonshall Country Diary with a photo of the ‘night sky’ looking 

out from The Parish of Lyonshall towards Wales.  We finish this issue with a photo of a ‘dawn 

sky’, also looking out beyond The Parish of Lyonshall but looking homewards into England.  

Together we will survive! 

 

“VERITAS NUNQUAM PERIT”.  Marcus Aurelius: [161-180 AD] 

 

 
  Dawn over Almeley from ‘Elsdon’.  © Jane Goodman. 

 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS, verbal or photographic, amateur or expert, gratefully received at 

jcvqa@btinternet.com 
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